
· Windshields And Rearview Mirrors

· Philippians 3:12-14

· Pastor Darrin Wright – January 2, 2011
Introduction


Two of the most important parts  on a car are the windshield and the rearview mirror.  While they are both important, they also serve two totally different functions.  The rearview mirror gives you a picture of where you have been, the past.  While the windshield gives you a picture of where you are headed, the present and the future.


Question:  How long has it been since you sat down in a private place with an open Bible and an open heart and asked the Lord how you are doing spiritually?


In this passage, Paul gives a personal spiritual evaluation (verse 12).  He expresses his desire to achieve what God had in store for him - namely christlikeness.  However, Paul did not regard himself as having laid hold of everything God had planned for him.  If anyone could pride himself on what he had done, it would be the apostle Paul, yet he still sensed a need for growth.  Paul understood the difference between a windshield and a rear view mirror, that is why he wrote this powerful exhortation to the Philippians.


As Paul looked in the rear view mirror at his past, he made an honest evaluation.  As he looked through the windshield to his future, he charted out some lofty goals.  Most of all he put in place a strategy that had an  immediate impact on his life.


The Bible makes it clear that one can prepare for the future without being devastated by the past.  It seems that so many are so hung up in their past that there is no bright hope for their future.  The Apostle Paul had known the past as Saul of Tarsus, yet, by the forgiveness of God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, he was able to press on.

As we begin a new year, we must think about the view that both the windshield and the rearview mirror give us.  We must also make sure that we follow the apostle Paul’s exhortation and live our lives with a proper perspective between the windshield and the rear view mirror.

I.  The View Of Life From The Rearview Mirror.  (vs.13b)

A.   Fixed Purpose.

1.   “But one thing I do”

2.   Paul pursued one goal.(speak of this goal from previous verses)

3.   1 Corinthians 2:2 (ESV) - “for I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.”

4.   Concentration is essential.  We should be immersed in one thing and invest our energy towards its final accomplishment.  We should see it through to the end and not let anyone or anything distract us.

5.   Nehemiah 6:3 (ESV) - “And I sent messengers to them, saying I am doing a great work and I cannot come down.  Why should the work stop while I leave it and come down to you?”

6.   So much crowds into our lives that this one thing has been crowded out.  Instead of our lives being like a bullet fired from a rifle towards a single goal, we are like buckshot from a shotgun spread all over the place.

7.   D.L. Moody - “It is better to say this one thing I do than to say, these forty things I dabble in.”

8.   The most important thing is to make sure that the most important thing remains the most important thing.

B.   Forgetful Past.
1.   “forgetting what lies behind”

2.   forgetting - present tense; emphasizing continual action; Paul was making it a practice to forget the things in the past.  It was an ancient athletic term used of a runner who outran another in the same race.  Once he got into the lead, he would never turn and look back, he would forget about the other runner.

3.   Question:  Do we have the capacity to forget?  No.

4.   Question:  Is it possible to go on without forgetting?  Yes

5.   To forget means to no longer be influenced by or affected by.

6.   what lies behind - Paul’s pre-christian life, Paul’s present Christian life.(explain)

7.   behind - refers to whats in the rear view mirror.

8.   We can learn from the past, but we should never live in the past, or be controlled by the past.
9.   The past is the past.  Thank God for it, but it is the past, not the present, or future.

10.   Winston Churchill - “If the past quarrels with the past, there can be no future.  We must learn to accept the past as unalterable and move on.”

11.   You can get past your past.

12.   We cannot change the past, but we can change the meaning of the past.  

13.   There were things in Paul’s past that could have been weights to hold him back, but they became inspirations to speed him ahead.  The events did not change, but his understanding of them changed.

14.   Luke 9:62 (ESV) - “Jesus said to him, No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”

15.   A plowman looking back cuts a crooked row.

16.   fit - ready for use; well placed.

17.   There are two things in the past that must be forgotten:  

a.   Past Successes.

1)   Looking back on past successes could either make us proud by reliving them or indifferent by resting in them.

2)   We must beware lest God’s blessings and our accomplishments lull us into complacency and cause us to withdraw from the race.

3)   This race of faith is not a relay, it is a marathon.

b.   Past Failures.

1)   Failures can discourage us.

2)   Failures can bring preoccupation with ourselves just as much as blessings and successes can.  However, preoccupation with our failures can bring discouragement and cause us to retire before the race is finished.

3)   If we look at our past failures as opportunities to learn and grow, then it is all right to remember them.  If we allow them to fill us with despair and defeat, we must forget them.

4)   We must allow our failures to teach us, but not terrorize us.

5)   Stuart Briscoe - “To believe that God has forgiven you, and yet not forgive yourself, is to put yourself in a position superior to God.”

6)  Statements Concerning Past Failures

a. Don’t be paralyzed by your past.

b. Don’t be held in bondage by your past.

c. Don’t be a victim of your past.

d. Don’t be crippled by your past.

18.   John MacArthur - “Churches are full of spiritual cripples, paralyzed by the grudges, bitterness, sins, and tragedies of the past.  Others try to survive in the present by reliving past successes.  They must break with that past if they are to pursue the spiritual prize.”

19.  Illustration: Joseph
a.   Before the years of famine, he and his wife had two children.  (Gen. 41:50-52)

b.   Manasseh - “For he said, God has made me forget all my hardship and all my father’s house.”

c. The facts were not erased from his memory, but God took the sting out, so there was no bitterness.  The temptation of a mean spirit was conquered.

d. Ephraim - “for God has made me fruitful in the land of my affliction.”

e. God taught Joseph that if you put your life in His hands, the worst damage can be turned to good.

f. God’s people have found that the most precious fruit often grows in the midst of overwhelming difficulties.  Faith grows best on cloudy days.

g. Bondage to the past will hold you back from God’s best for your life.

20.   Things To Leave In The Rear View Mirror As You Go Into 2011:

a. Spiritual Laziness

b. Complacency

c. Physical Laziness

d. Health Issues

e. Bitterness

f. Stress

g. Bad Eating habits

h. Short Temper

i. Selfishness

j. Majoring On The Minors

k. Jealousy

l. Materialism

m. Worldliness

n. Pride

o. Emotional Pain

p. Self-Focus

q. Anger

r. Business

s. Burnout

II.  The View Of Life From The Windshield.  (vs.13c-14)
A.   The Pursuit.
1. “and straining for what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal”

2. Denotes an athlete who runs without swerving off course.

3. straining forward - to stretch out; so as to be the first one across the goal; pictures the end of a race when two runners are coming to the finish line neck and neck, straining with every ounce of muscle they have to reach the finish line first.

4. Stretching doesn’t come naturally.  we have to work at it out.

5. Truths About Stretching:
a. Most of us avoid stretching.

b. Most of us need motivation to stretch.

c. Most of us feel vulnerable when we stretch.

d. Most of us need encouragement to keep stretching.

e. Most of us don’t realize that the need to keep stretching never ends.

f. Most of us look back at stretching experiences as our finest hours.

g. Those who stretch all of their lives inspire future generations.

6. stretching takes us our of our comfort zones.

7. Reasons People Stay In Their Comfort Zones:

a. Lack of hunger

b. Unwillingness to sacrifice

c. Lack of confidence

d. Weighed down with baggage

e. Too much time spent on trivia

f. Lack of creativity

g. Living off yesterday

h. Lack of focus

i. Past Failures

j. Exhaustion

8. to what lies ahead - the windshield

9. Avoiding stretching, and staying in our comfort zones is like living in the rear view mirror instead of the windshield.  (like not traveling a new route because we are familiar with the old one)
10. We are to keep our eyes pinpointed directly ahead of us in anticipation of the day when we cross the finish line.

11. Every runner realizes that the crucial thing is not how far he has come in the race but how much farther he has yet to go.  This is why Paul’s emphasis was not on what he saw in the rear view mirror, but what he saw through the windshield.

12. Someone asked David Livingstone when he was back in England briefly after having worked for many years in Africa, “Well Dr. Livingstone, where are you ready to go now?  Livingstone answered, I am ready to go anywhere, provided it be forward.”

13. That is what the apostle Paul would have said, he was always looking for open doors.

14. press - present tense; continual action; intense pursuit; it characterizes an athlete who runs without swerving off course, straining every nerve and muscle as he keeps on running with all his might toward the goal.

15. D.L. Moody - “I am only one, but I am one.  I cannot do everything, but I can do something, and that which I can do, by the grace of God, I will do.”

16. Rusty Rustenbach - “You and I live in an age when only a rare minority of individuals desire to spend their lives in pursuit of objectives which are bigger than they are.  In our age, for most people, when they die, it will be as though they never lived.”

17. All of Paul’s attention was on the windshield, and the goal he saw before him.

18. goal - down upon the goal; a football player bearing down upon his opponent; marked out course; the prize of the upward call of God.

19. Throughout this entire passage we see Paul as a man running a race.  His head is thrust forward, his expression is set in fiercely determined lines, his body is straining toward the goal.  Every last ounce of energy and will power he has is being spent to win the prize.

20. Vince Lombardi - “I’ve never known a man worth his salt who in the long run, deep down in his heart, didn’t appreciate the grind, the discipline.  There is something in good men that really yearns for discipline.  I firmly believe that any man’s finest hour - his greatest fulfillment to all he holds dear - is that moment when he has worked his heart out...and lies exhausted on the field of battle - victorious.”

B.   The Prize.

5. “for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus”

6. upward call - it originates in heaven; comes at the beginning of the race; it continually moves ahead of us as we press on, never completely out of view, and always challenging us to greater heights of achievement in Christ Jesus.

7. This “call” is the ultimate bliss to which God summons us.  It is the call that came to Paul on the Damascus Road and that call never ceased to summon him onward.

8. We must live in light of the upward call.

9. Just as an athlete is rewarded for his performance, so the faithful believer will be crowned when Jesus Christ returns.

10. 1 Corinthians 3:11-15 (ESV) - “For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.  Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw-each one’s work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done.  If the work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward.  If anyone’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire.”

11. prize - At the Greek games the winner of a race was summoned from the stadium floor to the judge’s seat and a wreath of leaves was placed on his head.  In Athens, the winner was also awarded five hundred coins, free meals, and a front row seat at the theater.  All of these rewards are temporary, Paul’s reward and our reward is eternal.

12. 1 Corinthians 9:25 (ESV) - “Every athlete exercises self-control in all things.  They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable.”

13. James Montgomery Boice - “But the prize is achieved, as in a long race, not by pressing toward the prize itself  but by pressing on to one mark after another along the racecourse of the Christian life.”

14. We have a new year of racing ahead of us, and we must press toward the finish line one mark at a time.

11. Things In The Windshield To Embrace In 2011:

a. Unhurried devotions

b. Personal Growth

c. Better Financial Stewardship

d. Forgiveness

e. Patience

f. Humility

g. Scripture memorization

h. Restoring Relationships

i. Intentional time with family/Strengthening Family Relationships

j. More prayer...less worry

k. Deeper devotion to Christ

l. Service to Christ

m. Sharing my faith

n. Celebrating

o. Living with Joy

p. Passion

Conclusion:  Streams In The Valley - January 1


Today we stand at the threshold of the unknown.  Before us lies a new year, and we are going forward to take possession of it.  Who knows what we will find?  What new experiences or changes will come our way?  What new needs will arise?  In spite of the uncertainty before us, we have a cheerful and comforting message from our heavenly father:  “The Lord your God cares for [it]; the eyes of the Lord...are continually on it from the beginning of the year to its end.”


