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Introduction


This passage is a rich treasure of theological truth.  It contains a concise, biblical definition of the gospel.  But why do we need the Gospel?  From what do we need to be saved?  Some would argue that we need to be saved from ourselves.  Others would say that we need to be saved from hell?  Still others would say that we need to be saved from this world.


James Denney - “What is it that makes a Gospel necessary?  What is it that the wisdom and love of God undertake to deal with, and do deal with, in that marvelous way which constitutes the Gospel?  Is it man’s distrust of God?  Is it man’s dislike, fear, antipathy, spiritual alienation?  Not if we accept the Apostle’s teaching.  The serious thing which makes the Gospel necessary, and the putting away of which constitutes the Gospel, is God’s condemnation of the world and its sin; it is God’s wrath, “revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men” (Rom. 1:16-18).  The putting away of this is “reconciliation”; the preaching of this reconciliation is the preaching of the Gospel.”


According to Denney, the reason we need the gospel, is that we need to be saved from God’s wrath.  Our only hope is for God to save us from Himself.  This is the great glory of the Gospel, that God in His grace takes action in Christ to save us from His wrath.


The theme of this passage of scripture is reconciliation.  

Reconcile - to change thoroughly; it refers to a changed relationship between God and the lost world.

Because of his rebellion, man is the enemy of God and out of fellowship with Him.  God does not need to be reconciled to man; it is man that must be reconciled to God.  Religion is man’s feeble attempt to be reconciled to God, efforts that are bound to fail.  The Person who reconciles us to God is Jesus Christ, and the place where He reconciles us is His cross.

I.  The Ministry Of Reconciliation Accomplished.  (vs.18)

A.   Reconciliation Is From God.  (vs. 18a)
1.   “All this is from God”
2.   All this - points back to verses 14-17 which describe the total transformation that takes place at conversion.  In these verses Paul describes how Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection bring this transformation to our lives.

3.   Is from God - Everything related to someone’s conversion and transformed life comes from God.

4.   This text is wholly God centered.

5.   Wherever the language of reconciliation is found in the New Testament, God is always the subject of the reconciling activity.

6.   Reconciliation is God’s unassisted work.

7.   The offended one, God Himself initiates the way of reconciliation.

8.   The good news of the gospel does not originate with man; it is not simply another way man has invented to find his own way back to God.

9.   Reconciliation could never have been invented by man.

10.   We are full of weakness, failure, and rebellion.

11.   If that weren’t enough, the Bible teaches that apart from reconciliation, we are dead.

12.   Ephesians 2:1 (ESV) - “And you were dead in the trespasses and sins.”

13.   This often offends and irritates people, because we want God to take us on our terms.

14.   But Paul made it abundantly clear that reconciliation is from God.

15.   John Macarthur -”Sinners cannot be reconciled to Him on their own terms.  Unregenerate people have no ability to appease God’s anger against sin, satisfy His holy justice, or conform to His standard of righteousness.  They are guilty of fatally violating God’s law and face eternal banishment from His presence.  The deadly, deceptive premise of all false religion is that sinners, based on their own moral and religious efforts and achievements, can reconcile themselves to God.  But God alone designed the way of reconciliation, and only He can initiate the reconciliation of sinners.”

16.   God so loved the world that He made the way of reconciliation.  He desired to reconcile sinners to Himself - to make them His children.

17.   From before the foundation of the world, God freely and apart from outside influence determined to save sinners in order to eternally display the glory of His grace.

18.   He chose those He would rescue from His own wrath on sin and wrote their names in the Book of Life.

19.   Romans 5:8-11 (ESV) - “but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  Since, therefore, we have now been justified by His blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God.  For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.  More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.”

B.   Reconciliation Is Through Christ.  (vs. 18b)
1.   “who through Christ reconciled us to himself”

2.   Reconciled - The term always portrays God as the reconciler and sinners as the ones reconciled, since it was human sin that ruptured the relationship between God and man.

3.   Isaiah 59:1-2 (ESV) - “Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save, or his ear dull, that it cannot hear; but your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have hidden his face from you so that he does not hear.”

4.   God’s wrath revealed from heaven against the wickedness of humanity had to be dealt with.

5.   Jesus Christ’s perfect sacrifice is the only one that could satisfy the demands of God the Father’s holy justice.

6.    1 Timothy 2:5 (ESV) - “For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.”

7.    Acts 4:12 (ESV) - “And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”

8.   God for His own purpose, according to His own will, and for His own glory designed the sacrificial death of His Son to reconcile sinners to Himself.

9.   through Christ - Reconciliation is through Christ.

10.   Ephesians 2:13-16 (ESV) - “But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.  For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility.”

11.   Colossians 1:20-22 (ESV) - “and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.  And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach before him.”

12.   Reconciliation is not something man does but what he receives; it is not what he accomplishes but what he embraces.

13.   John Macarthur - “Reconciliation does not happen when man decides to stop rejecting God but when God decides to stop rejecting man.  It is a divine provision by which God’s holy displeasure against alienated sinners is appeased, his hostility against them removed, and a harmonious relationship between Him and them established.  Reconciliation occurs because God was graciously willing to design a way to have all the sins of those who are His removed from them...”

II. The Ministry Of Reconciliation Accounted.  (vs.19)
A.  The Ministry Of Reconciliation.  (vs. 19a)
1.   “that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself,” 

2.  that is - introduces Paul’s explanation of how God the initiator of reconciliation, was in Christ reconciling the world to himself.

3.   reconciling the world - must not be understood as teaching universalism, the false doctrine that all people will be saved.

4.   world - in this context indicates the sphere in which reconciliation takes place; it denotes the category of beings with whom God seeks reconciliation - people from every nation, race, and ethnic group.

5.   Christ’s death on the cross has infinite and unlimited value, because He is the infinite Son of God.

6.   His sacrifice is sufficient to pay the penalty for the sins of as many or as few as God saves. 

7.   The intrinsic merit of Christ’s death is unlimited and the offer of salvation is unlimited as well.

8.   Therefore the call to salvation goes out to everyone.

9.   But though the gospel is freely offered to all, Christ’s death effectually removes the sins of only those who will believe.

10.   Those who do not believe will pay the price personally for their sin in Hell.

B.   The Method of Reconciliation.  (vs. 19b)
1.   “not counting their trespasses against them”

2.   God’s divine justice and its expression in divine wrath against sin, calls for the reckoning or “counting” of our trespasses “against us”.

3.   So how is it that instead, we are forgiven the guilt of our sins?

4.    Because God is loving and gracious, the “counting” or “imputing” of our sins and the punishment they entailed fell on Christ.

5.   Don’t ever think that the love of God means that the wrath of God was ignored.

6. 2 Corinthians 5:21 (ESV) - “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”

7.   imputation - a word borrowed from banking; it means “to put to one’s account”; when you deposit money in the bank, the computer puts that amount to your account, or to your credit.  When Jesus died on the cross, all of our sins were imputed to Him - put to His account.  He was treated by God as though He had actually committed those sins.  And, His righteousness was imputed to us.

8.   Our guilt, incurred because of our trespasses, has been imputed to Christ, so that we, through faith in his sufferings on our behalf, might have his righteousness imputed to us.

9.   There is a reckoning of sins.  But they are not reckoned to the sinner but to Christ.

10.   1 Peter 2:24 (ESV) - “He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness.  By his wounds you have been healed.”

11.   Only by having the guilt of sin forgiven can sinners be reconciled to God, because it is our sin that separates us eternally from Him.

12.   Charles Spurgeon - “You and your sins must separate, or you and your God will never come together.”

13.   God freely forgives repentant and believing sinners, canceling their unpayable debt and reconciling them to Himself.

14.    God doesn’t deal with us according to our sins (Psalm 103:10), because God dealt with Jesus according to our sins.

15.   God does not sweep our sins under the rug so to speak.  God the Father counted our trespasses against God the Son and in so doing brought about reconciliation.
16. Psalm 32:1-2 (ESV) - “Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.  Blessed is the man against whom the Lord counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit.”

17.   Romans 4:8 (ESV) - “blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.”

18.   Colossians 2:13 (ESV) - “And you, who were dead in your trespasses, and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses,”

19.   Harry Ironside - “Reconciliation is not only that our sins are forgiven and that divine justice has nothing against us, but it is that He has received us as His own to His loving heart, and we are reconciled to God and we joy in Him.”

C.   The Message of Reconciliation.  (vs.19c)
1.   “and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation”

2.   message - word; logos

3.   Philip E. Hughes - “In Greek thought, logos indicates what is true and trustworthy as opposed to the term “myth” (mythos) which is descriptive of what is fictitious and spurious.  Socrates, for example, declares that a particular story is “no fictitious myth but a true logos”.  Hence the term “logos” carries with it, like a kind of overtone, the implication of truth and genuineness, and is accordingly peculiarly appropriate as a synonym for the gospel, which is the “word of truth”.”

4.   In a world of religious myths, Christians proclaim the truth about the only way that people can be reconciled to God, and thereby, escape hell and enjoy heaven forever.

III. The Ministry Of Reconciliation Applied.  (vs.18c; 20)
A.   The Preaching Of Reconciliation.  (vs.18c) 

1.  “and gave us the ministry of reconciliation”

2.   This message of reconciliation does not come by means of angels.  It does not come announced by heaven with loud, impersonal voices.

3.   In each generation it is delivered by living, breathing men and women who speak from their own experience.

4.   While reconciliation has been accomplished.  The preaching of reconciliation has to be carried out and people must hear the call to be reconciled to God.  Unless they respond to that call they cannot actually experience reconciliation.

5.   Ray Stedman - “The Christian who witnesses to the new covenant does not speak academically.  He is able to identify fully with the hurt and darkness of those to whom he speaks, for he has (as the saying goes) been there, done that himself.  But he has found something else, something so satisfying and complete as to make him eager to share it with others.  He doesn’t speak of “the plan of salvation” as though it were all theological doctrine, requiring only an intellectual grasp in order to receive it.  Rather, he gives witness of a personal Lord who is at once the Savior and sustainer of his life.  He does not convey the impression that when he surrendered to this Lord he was immediately and completely delivered from all struggle with evil, guilt, hate, and fear, but he makes it clear that the initial surrender produced a permanent change of heart.  And power continually flows from that center to enable him to conquer - gradually, successively, day by day, and step by step - the areas of his life yet dominated by evil and failure.  He freely acknowledges his present failures but rejoices in the certainty that they too shall succumb to the authority and power of a resurrected Lord.” 

B.   The Passionate Plea of Reconciliation.  (vs.20)
1.   In this verse Paul uses an analogy of an ambassador to describe his ministry.

2.   ambassadors - As in our day, being an ambassador in ancient times was an important and highly regarded duty.  The word is a form of the verb “presbeuo”, (old man).  It described an older more experienced man who served as a representative of a king from one country to another.  Paul described his role, and the role of all believers as a messenger representing the King of Heaven with the gospel, who pleads with the people of the world to be reconciled to God.

C.   Romans 10:13-18 (ESV) - “For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.  How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed?  And how are they to hear without someone preaching?  And how are they to preach unless they are sent?  As it is written, How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!  But they have not all obeyed the gospel.  For Isaiah says, Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us?  So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.  But I ask, have they not heard?  Indeed they have, for Their voice has gone out to all the earth, and their words to the ends of the world.”

4.   God making his appeal through us  - The God who reconciled the world to himself through the death of his Son, now actually appeals to the world, through his ambassadors, to be reconciled to him.

5.   As believers present the gospel, God speaks through them and urges unbelieving sinners to come in an attitude of faith and receive the gospel, which means to repent of their sins and believe on Jesus.

6.   appeal - calls; begs

7.   This begging of people to be reconciled makes it clear that the sinner is never delivered from wrath and judgment to blessing and reward without personal response to the truth of the gospel through the means He has provided - faith.

8.   John MacArthur - “There is therefore no higher calling, no greater privilege, no more urgent task than the ministry of reconciliation God has entrusted to all believers.

9.   Do you hear Paul’s passion in his plea?

10.   Paul is not saying “reconcile yourselves to God.”

11.   be reconciled to God - passive; be reconciled by God; receive God’s offer of reconciliation.

12.   The gospel is not “reconcile yourselves”.

13.    The gospel is “be reconciled”.

14.   Receive reconciliation from God.

15.   This is a passionate offer of peace, because peace with God is the result of reconciliation.

16.   The atoning, substitutionary death of Christ brings reconciliation and peace with God.

17.   Isaiah 53:5 (ESV) - “But he was wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his stripes we are healed.”
Conclusion
James Denney - “When St. Paul says that God has given him the ministry of reconciliation, he means that he is a preacher of this peace.  He ministers reconciliation to the world...It is not the main part of his vocation to tell men to make their peace with God, but to tell them that God has made peace with the world.  At bottom, the Gospel is not good advice, but good news.  All the good advice it gives is summed up in this - Receive the good news.  But if the good news be taken away; if we cannot say, God has made peace, God has dealt seriously with His condemnation of sin, so that it no longer stands in the way of your return to Him; if we cannot say, Here is the reconciliation, receive it, - then for man’s actual state we have no Gospel at all...When Christ’s work was done, the reconciliation of the world was accomplished.  When men were called to receive it, they were called to a relation to God, not in which they would no more be against Him - though that is included - but in which they would no more have Him against them.  There would be no condemnation thenceforth to those who were in Christ Jesus.”
