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Introduction:

The Sermon on the Mount is possibly the best-known part of the entire Bible.  Some of its expressions have become a part of our everyday speech.  Even those who may never have heard of the sermon understand what we mean when we speak about “doing unto others” or “the salt of the earth”.


Neither Matthew nor Jesus calls these three chapters The Sermon on the Mount.  That title first came into use in the writings of the great North African theologian, Augustine of Hippo.  He was right to call these chapters a sermon, for here we have instruction and application rolled into one.  There are also divisions, development, and the message reaches a climax.


Among Jesus’ teachings, the Sermon on the Mount is perhaps the most beloved, the best known, the least understood, and the hardest to obey.


This passage of scripture speaks with extraordinary relevance to evangelical Christians today.  It is unfortunate that this magnificent sermon has been robbed of its importance by people applying it only to the Jews or only to some future period in God’s prophetic plan.  The Sermon on the Mount applies to Christians today and only to Christians.  To apply it to unsaved nations is to twist the scriptures; and to move it into some future age is to rob it of its spiritual power today.  The Sermon on the Mount was given to explain to the disciples the kind of kingdom Jesus wants to build in the lives of His followers.


In dealing with the Sermon on the Mount we are dealing with the need for a new life rather than with a legalistic system of morality.


The Sermon on the Mount is a part of the gospel of Matthew, the “gospel of the King.”  The gospel of Matthew presents Jesus Christ as God’s king.  In the first ten chapters, Matthew answers the three questions most people would ask about a king:  where did he come from?  What does he believe?  What can he do?  In Matthew 1-4, the person of the King is presented - His background, birth, baptism, and temptation.  In those chapters we are assured that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, sent by the Father to be the Savior of the world.  In Matthew 5-7, the Sermon on the Mount, we have the principles of the King - what He believes and what He wants to do in our lives.  Chapters 8-10 reveal the power of the King and show us our Lord’s power over demons, disease, and even death.  In Jesus Christ we have the perfect King.  When we receive Him as our Savior, He sets us free from sin and judgment, and He enables us to reign in life and enjoy His spiritual kingdom here and now.

I.  The Placement.

A.   The General Context.
1.   Chapters 5-7 are a part of a pattern that appears throughout the gospel of Matthew.

2.   Matthew 7:28 begins with the phrase, “And when Jesus finished these sayings”.  That phrase appears four more times in the rest of the gospel (11:1; 13:53; 19:1; 26:1), each time at the end of an extended discourse or block of teaching that Jesus had been giving to his disciples.

3.   These sections all deal with the same theme:  the kingdom of God.

4.   Matthew 4:23 (ESV) - “And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the people.”

5.   Matthew 4:17 (ESV) - “From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.””

6.   The message of the Sermon on the Mount is, “This is what it means to repent and belong to the kingdom of heaven.”

7.   The sermon is a description of the lifestyle of those who belong to that kingdom.

8.   Kingdom - the rule or reign of God, the expression of his gracious sovereign will.

9.   The kingdom of heaven is at hand, because Jesus himself is the king in God’s kingdom.  Where he reigns, there the kingdom of heaven is already present.

10.   Jesus was preaching that the reign of God, promised by the Old Testament prophets had arrived.

11.   That explained the urgency of his call to repent.  In light of the presence of the King himself, a new lifestyle was called for.

B.   The Biblical Context.
1.   Malachi 4:6 (ESV) - “And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction.”

2.   The Old Testament ends with a curse; the New Testament begins with a blessing.

3.   blessed - comes from an adjective that basically means happy or blissful; but not in the usual sense of happiness based on positive circumstances; Homer for example used the word to describe the Greek gods as being blessed in themselves; describes that inner joy that is the fulfillment of every longing in the human heart.

4.   William Barclay - “Human happiness is something that is dependent on the chances and changes of life, something which life may give and which life may also destroy.  The Christian blessedness is completely untouchable and unassailable.”

5.   Blessed - is a word that indicates character, touching man at the very base of his existence; the word is used to describe God, many times in the bible we find the statement “Blessed be God”.

6.   There can be no biblical blessedness or happiness apart from God.

7.   William Barclay - “The world can win its joys, and the world can equally well lose its joys.  A change in fortune, a collapse in health, the failure of a plan, the disappointment of an ambition, even a change in the weather, can take away the fickle joy the world can give.  But the Christian has the serene and untouchable joy which comes from walking forever in the company and in the presence of Jesus Christ.  The greatness of the beatitudes is that they are not wistful glimpses of some future beauty; they are not even golden promises of some glory; they are triumphant shouts of bliss for a permanent joy that nothing in the world can ever take away.”

8.   Whereas the Old Testament ends with a curse, the New Testament begins with the potential of every believer being indwelt by the very character and nature of God.

9.   The Sermon on the Mount is the great statement of the King as He gives blessing instead of a curse to those who desire blessing.

C.   The World’s Context.
1.   Jesus’ message devastates worldly attitudes.

2.   Jesus came to announce that happiness does not grow on the cursed earth.

3.   You cannot fill the void in your soul with the junk of the world.

4.   Ecclesiastes 1:2 (ESV) - “Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher, vanity of vanities!  All is vanity.”

5.   You cannot fill a spiritual need with a physical substance.

6.   Thomas Watson - “Things of this world will no more keep out trouble of spirit than a piece of paper will stop a bullet.”

7.   You will never find happiness in this world.

8.   But that doesn’t mean that you can’t be happy in this world.

D.   The Political Context.
1.   The Jews were looking for a Messiah, but their definition of a Messiah was a political ruler.

2.   The Jews were looking for a political kingdom, but Jesus never offered one.

3.   Jesus never brought up politics.  He was not as concerned about changing the structure of society, as he was the inside of individuals.

4.   His emphasis was on being, not ruling or possessing.

5.   The ideals in the Sermon on the Mount are contrary to human ideas about government and kingdoms.

6.   The political aspect of this message was devastating.  It was the opposite of what the Jews expected a messiah to say, and compared to what they anticipated, Christ was not political at all.

E.   The Religious Context.
1.   Jesus was confronting a whole society of professionals.

2.   There were four main groups within the religion of Judaism:  Pharisees; Sadducees, Essenes, and Zealots.

a.   Pharisees - believed happiness was found in tradition, or legalism.  They were focused on the past.  To them, real happiness came through obeying the traditions of the fathers.

b.   Sadducees - believed happiness was found in the present, in modernism and liberalism.  “We’re here,” they would say; “We’ve got to interpret things according to modern standards.”  Theirs was an updated religion, a brand new liberalism.  Get rid of the old stuff.

c.   Essenes - believed happiness is in separation from the world.  They were stressing geographical separation.  They just moved out of town into the wilderness.

d.   Zealots - believed happiness was found in political revolution, in knocking off Rome.

3.   So the Pharisees were saying go back.  The Sadducees were saying go ahead.  The Essenes were saying go out.  And the Zealots were saying go against.

4.   Jesus was saying they were all wrong.

5.   His kingdom is inside.

6.   That’s the whole basis of the Sermon on the Mount.  Its inside not outside.  Not ritual, not philosophy, not location, not activism.

7.   Matthew 5:20 (ESV) - “For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”

8.   They believed that holiness was only a matter of outward actions, and they ignored the inward attitudes of the heart.

9.   Their righteousness was only external, a safe system of do’s and don’ts by which they could measure their spirituality (5:21-22; 27-28; 33-34; 38-39; 43-44).

10.   1 Samuel 16:7 (ESV) - “But the Lord said to Samuel, Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him.  For the Lord sees not as man sees:  man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.”

11.   Proverbs 4:23 (ESV) - “Keep your heart with all vigilance, fro from it flow the springs of life.”

12.   The Sermon on the Mount is a description of true righteousness in contrast to the false righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees

13.   No one can live the Sermon on the Mount unless he knows the king.  The disciples knew Him, so they were the primary audience.  To the rest it was an invitation to know Him.

II.  The Place.  (vs. 1)
A. “...he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down”

A.  The place where a particular event occurs supplies a key to its interpretation.

B.  In Matthew, Jesus’ royal authority is in view, thus we see Him in elevated places.

C.  For instance, in the seventeenth chapter we see Him transfigured on the mount.  In the twenty fourth chapter, He delivers His prophetic discourse from a mount.  Then in chapter twenty eight, He commissions His disciples from the mount.

D.   Matthew gives no description of the mountain’s location or significance.

E.   According to Matthew Henry, we must assume that it was a common mountain.

E.   Matthew Henry (A.W. Pink The Sermon On The Mount pg. 11) - “by which Christ would intimate that there is no distinguishing holiness of place now, under the Gospel, as there was under the Law; but that it is the will of God that men should pray and praise everywhere, anywhere, provided it be decent and convenient.  Christ preached this sermon, which was an exposition of the Law, upon a mountain, because upon a mountain the Law was given:  and this was also a solemn promulgation of the Christian Law.  But observe the difference:  when the Law was given the Lord came down upon the mountain, now the Lord went up into one; then He spoke in thunder and lightning, now in a still small voice; then the people were ordered to keep their distance, now they are invited to draw near - a blessed change!”

F.   He sat down - Jesus was seated when He preached this sermon.

G.   Jewish religious leaders were in the habit of standing or walking around as they taught, but when they wanted to make an official statement, as opposed to giving less formal teaching, they sat down.

H.   A.W. Pink (The Sermon On The Mount pg. 11) - “In this Sermon Christ enunciated the laws of his kingdom and spoke with an authority infinitely transcending that of the Jewish leaders; and therefore His posture here is to be regarded as emblematic of the King sitting upon His throne, or the judge upon the bench.”

I.   It was a common mountain until Christ sat down and started teaching.

III.  The People.  (vs.1)
A. “seeing the crowds...his disciples came to him”

B.   As Jesus made his way up the mountainside, many people followed him.

C.   When he sat down, his inner circle of followers, the disciples would have settled down closest to him.

D.   Others, including some of those who had been struck by his earlier teaching, would have sat as near as possible.

E.   Beyond them, other people would have spilled out over the mountainside.

F.   This crowd is described in verses 23-25 of chapter four.

G.   Matthew 4:23-25 (ESV) - “And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the people.  So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought him all the sick, those afflicted with various diseases and pains, those oppressed by demons, epileptics, and paralytics, and he healed them.  And great crowds followed him from Galilee and the Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and Judea, and from beyond the Jordan.”

H.   They were the secondary audience.

I.   The context shows that the Sermon on the Mount is primarily for those who are already disciples.

J.   Jesus has started to gather disciples and must explain what it means to follow him.

K.   Jesus fills his sermon with indications that he is addressing disciples, those who have already entered the kingdom of God.

1.   Jesus begins by blessing those who know their need for God’s grace.  The Beatitudes begin:  “Blessed are the poor in spirit.” (5:3)

2.   Jesus tells his hearers to expect persecution for his sake (5:11-12).

3.   Jesus tells them that they already share in the kingdom life and benefits.  When he blesses the poor in spirit and the persecuted, he adds, “For theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (5:3; 10).

4.   Jesus’ hearers know God as their Father (5:16; 48; 6:1).

5.   They already practice spiritual disciplines.  He does not tell them that they ought to give, pray, and fast.  Rather, he assumes that they do these things:  “When you give...When you pray...When you fast” (6:2; 5; 16).

6.   When Jesus forbids anger and lust, he assumes that his audience has an interest in God’s will that extends from external deeds to internal attitudes.

7.   As the sermon probes the meaning of Moses’ law, it presupposes an interest in that law.  Such an interest is a mark of belonging to the family of God.

L.   While the “crowds” were the secondary audience, the Sermon on the Mount was directed toward them as well.  For, Jesus concludes his sermon in chapter seven with gospel application, drawing a clear line between the way that leads to destruction and the way that leads to life (7:15-20; 21-23; 24-27).

M.   Jesus wanted to make it clear before He went any further that following Him was a very serious, demanding decision.

N.   John Blanchard - “The lesson here is obvious.  There is something essentially dishonest about easy believism, a so-called gospel that promises peace, joy and happiness but demands nothing in the way of repentance, self-crucifixion and holiness.  The Sermon on the Mount delivers a deathblow to the idea that a person can have Jesus as Savior without having him as Lord, and can have forgiveness without holiness.  Instead, Jesus said that Christians are the salt of the earth and the light of the world (Matthew 5:13-14), with the clear implication that, regardless of what they claim, those whose ethical quality of life is not both a moral antiseptic and a reflection of true godliness in a polluted and darkened world are not Christians but hypocrites.”

IV.  The Preacher.  (vs.2)
A. “And he opened his mouth”

B. he opened his mouth - used to describe a solemn, grave, dignified, serious, weighty statement; also used in some extra biblical references to speak of someone who is sharing intimately from his heart.

C. There was something different about the way Jesus spoke.

D. John 7:46 (ESV) - “the officers answered, No one ever spoke like this man!”

E. Jesus didn’t quote any sources.  He spoke with an authority all his own.

F. Matthew 7:28 (ESV) - “And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at his teaching, for he was teaching as one who had authority, and not as their scribes.”

V.  The Preaching.  (vs.2)
A. “and taught them saying”  

B. The Sermon on the Mount is the longest discourse of our Lord’s recorded in the scriptures.

C. Jesus’ manner of speaking was clear.

D.  He spoke with liberty and authority, with faithfulness and boldness, dealing with matters of deepest weight and greatest importance.

E. W. Perkins (A.W. Pink The Sermon On The Mount pg.13) - “It may justly be called the key of the whole Bible, for here Christ openeth the sum of the Old and New Testaments.”

F. Jesus also spoke with courage.

G. Christ openly set forth the truth regardless of consequences.

VI.  The Pattern.

· The Sermon on the Mount is comprehensive.

· It describes the behavior which Jesus expects of each of his disciples.

· The Sermon on the Mount is coherent.

· Each principle builds off one another to conclude with a powerful climax.

A. A Christian’s Character.  (5:3-12)
1. The beatitudes emphasize eight principal marks of Christian character and conduct, and the divine blessing which rests on those who exhibit these marks.

B. A Christian’s Influence.  (5:13-16)
1. The two metaphors of salt and light indicate the influence for good which Christians will exert in the community if they maintain their distinctive character as portrayed in the beatitudes.

C. A Christian’s Righteousness.  (5:17-48)
1. What is our attitude to be toward the moral law of God?

2. Jesus did not come to abolish the law and the prophets, but to fulfill them.

3. He went on to state both that greatness in God’s kingdom was determined by conformity to moral teaching, and that even entry into the kingdom was impossible without a righteousness greater than that of the scribes and Pharisees.

4. Jesus gave six illustrations of this greater righteousness relating to murder, adultery, divorce, swearing, revenge, and love.

D. A Christian’s Devotion.  (6:1-18)
1. Our devotion is not to resemble the hypocrisy of the Pharisees, nor the mechanical formalism of pagans.

2. Our devotion is to be marked by sincerity.

E. A Christian’s Ambition.  (6:19-34)
1. Christ changes our attitudes toward material wealth and possessions.

2. We are to be free of material anxieties and instead give ourselves to the spread of God’s rule and God’s righteousness.

3. Our supreme ambition is to be the glory of God.

4. It is a question of what we are seeking first?

F. A Christian’s Relationships.  (7:1-20)
1. All of our relationships should flow out of our relationship to Christ.

2. Once we are properly related to Christ, all of our other relationships are affected.

3. Thus, we are not to judge our brother but to serve him, to be careful how we handle the gospel with those who hate truth, to keep praying to our Heavenly father, and to be aware of false prophets who hinder people from finding the narrow gate and the hard way.

G. A Christian’s Commitment.  (7:21-27)
1. The Sermon on the Mount confronts us with whether or not we mean what we say and do what we hear.

2. On this commitment hangs our eternal destiny.

3. Only the man who obeys Christ as Lord is wise.

4. For only he is building his house on a foundation of rock, which the storms neither of adversity nor of judgment will be able to undermine.

VII. The Purpose.
A. First, the Sermon on the Mount shows us the absolute necessity of the new birth.

1. John 3:3 (ESV) - “Jesus answered him, Truly, truly, I say to you; unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

2.  The Sermon on the Mount crushes us to the ground.

3. It shows us our utter helplessness.

4. Were it not for the new birth, we would be undone.

5.  The Sermon on the Mount strengthens the Law of Moses in showing us the need for salvation.

6. The Law of Moses emphasizes our actions.  While the Sermon on the Mount emphasizes our attitudes, and shows us that we cannot live one day in a blessed condition apart from new birth in Jesus Christ.

7. It is not just that men do right, they must be right.
8. James Montgomery Boice (the Sermon On The Mount (pg.10 - 11) - “Show me a man who claims that he is living up to the standards of the Sermon On The Mount, and I will show you a man who either has never read it, does not understand what it is teaching, or is lying.  The Sermon on the Mount does not encourage righteousness in man apart from Christ; it condemns him for falling short of God’s righteousness, and it drives him in desperation to the cross.”

9. The Sermon on the Mount calls for a pure righteousness that flows from a regenerated heart.

10. It reminds us that we can never please God on our own, in our flesh.

11. The Sermon’s standards are much too high and demanding to be met by human power.

12. Only those who partake of God’s own nature through Jesus Christ can fulfill such demands.

13. No passage of scripture more clearly shows man’s desperate situation without God.

14. There is no passage of scripture that leads to the gospel and its grace as the Sermon on the Mount.

B. Second, the Sermon on the Mount should be studied because, like all scripture, it points us to the Lord Jesus Christ.

1. These chapters bring us into the deepest possible contact with the person and nature of our Lord.

2. The preacher of the Sermon on the Mount is the Sermon on the Mount, and we are constantly brought into the most intimate contact with him.

3. As we study the Sermon on the Mount, we are reminded that Jesus died to enable us to live the Sermon on the Mount.

4. Titus 2:14 (ESV) - “who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works.”

5. Jesus made this possible for me.

C. Third, we should study the Sermon on the Mount because it indicates the way to blessing for Christians.

1. The Christian finds happiness, not in accordance with the world’s standards, but in accordance with these principles.

2. The Sermon on the Mount reveals the standards, objectives, and motivations that, with God’s help, will fulfill what God has designed man to be.

3. If you want to have power in your life and to be blessed, go straight to the Sermon on the Mount.

4. Live and practice it and give yourself to it, and as you do the promised blessing will come.

5. Matthew 5:6 (ESV) - “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.”

6. Through the Sermon on the Mount we find the way of joy, peace, and contentment.

7. Illustration:  Reading the owner’s manual.  The manufacturer prints the owner’s manual to explain what the item is designed to do and not to do, how it is to be cared for, what its limitations are, and so on.  God has made every human being, yet few turn to their Maker to find meaning, purpose, and fulfillment in their lives, to learn how they are to live and how they are to take care of themselves - how they can function properly and happily as they were designed to do.

D. Fourth, it’s the best means of evangelism.
1.   If we ever live the Sermon on the Mount, we will impact the world for Christ.

2.   D.  Martyn Lloyd Jones (Studies on the Sermon on the Mount pg. 13) - “The world today is looking for, and desperately needs, true Christians.  I am never tired of saying that what the Church needs to do is not to organize evangelistic campaigns to attract outside people, but to begin herself to live the Christian life.  If she did that, men and women would be crowding into our buildings.  They would say, What is the secret of this?”

3.   A Christian who personifies these principles of Jesus will be a spiritual magnet, attracting others to the Lord who empowers him to live as he does.

4.   A life obedient to the principles of the Sermon on the Mount is the church’s greatest tool for evangelism.

E.   Finally, we study the Sermon on the Mount as Christians because it shows us the way to please our Heavenly Father.

1.   We cannot please God until we become a member of his family.

2.   That comes only with the new birth.  

3.   But once we are in his family, we are privileged and empowered to please Him.

4.   The life that is obedient to these principles is the only life that is pleasing to God.

Conclusion:
D. Martyn Lloyd Jones (Studies on the Sermon on the Mount pg. 14) - “If only all of us were living the Sermon on the Mount, men would know that there is dynamic in the Christian gospel; they would know that this is a live thing; they would not go looking for anything else.  They would say, Here it is.  And if you read the history of the church you will find it has always been when men and women have taken this sermon seriously and faced themselves in the light of it, that true revival has come.  And when the world sees the truly Christian man, it not only feels condemned, it is drawn, and it is attracted.  Then let us carefully study this Sermon that claims to show what we ought to be.  Let us consider it that we may see what we can be.  For it not only states the demands; it points to the supply, to the source of power.  God give us grace to face the Sermon on the Mount seriously and honestly and prayerfully until we become living examples of it, and exemplifiers of its glorious teaching.”

