· Lord, Have Mercy

· Matthew 5:7

· Pastor Darrin Wright – Sermon September 4, 2011

Introduction:


The first four Beatitudes are inner principles dealing with how we see ourselves before God.  As we progress to the last four Beatitudes, we transition from inner principles to outward actions.  From a view of ourselves, to a view of others.  In the first four Beatitudes we get.  In the second four Beatitudes we give.


The first four beatitudes are connected with the last four.  The first four are inner attitudes and the last four are the fruits the attitudes manifest.  When we have poverty of spirit and we realize that we are nothing but beggars, we will be willing to give to another beggar, so we will be merciful.  When we mourn over our sin, we wash our hearts pure with the tears of penitence, and we will be pure in heart.  When we are meek, we will be peacemakers, because meekness makes peace.  And when we are hungering and thirsting for righteousness, we will be willing to be persecuted for righteousness’s sake.

When Jesus blesses the poor in spirit, he promotes mercy, for the poor in spirit are merciful.  When we recognize our spiritual poverty, our weakness and sin, we are able to see the weakness and sin of others differently.  As a result, we learn to be tender, empathetic, patient, and compassionate with the failings of others.


The fifth Beatitude is the perfect corrective to those who are caught in bitterness and unforgiveness.  Mercy leads to action.  We cry out to God for mercy.  In His grace and love, He extends mercy to us.  As we experience His mercy, we then extend this mercy to others.  As these Beatitudes become a reality in our lives, we will bless those around us.

I.   The Explanation of Mercy.

·   “Blessed are the merciful”
A.   The Source of Mercy.
1.     Hebrews 2:17 (ESV) - “Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.”

2.   Christ is the great illustration of mercy.

3.   He is the High Priest who intercedes for us, and it is from Him that mercy comes.

4.   Christ demonstrated his mercy to us by taking the form of human nature, satisfying God’s requirement for sin, and providing forgiveness for us.

5.   Mercy comes to us from God when we repent of our sins and receive Christ as our Lord and Savior.

6.   Dwight Pentecost (Design For living pg. 48) - “If you can measure the distance between the presence of God and sinful man, you can measure the mercy of God.  It is limitless.  But he pointed out that mercy does not originate in the human heart and proceed toward God; mercy originates with God and is showered upon men.”

7.   God is the source of mercy.

B.   The Substance of Mercy.
1.   People often interpret this Beatitude in a humanistic way.

2.   They say, “If you’re good to everybody, they’ll return the kindness.”

3.   The mercy that Jesus is talking about here is not some human virtue that brings its own reward.

4.   merciful - full of mercy; the merciful person is the one who is full of the fountain of mercy, who is full of God; it is the person in whose life the cross has done a transforming work to conform them to Jesus Christ; mercy which is not a natural characteristic of their life, now becomes the character and pattern of their life.

5.   It means that God works in our spirit and enables us to have the ability to get into the skin of others.  To get into their mind and heart, so that we are able to see how they are thinking and feeling etc.

6.   Statements On Mercy: 

(1)  Mercy is not powerless.  Mercy is a loving, gracious concern for the one whose need has been brought to my attention, which need I am capable of meeting.

(2)   Mercy is not pretense.  (not hypocrisy; not false mercy)  The merciful are those who reach out, not those who grasp and take.

(3)   Mercy is not passive.  Mercy not only stirs the heart, but it moves the hand to render help unto those in need.

(4)   Mercy pardons.  Merciful describes someone who forgives and pardons another who is in the wrong.  The merciful person remembers his own sin and God’s mercy to him, he understands the weaknesses of others, and he forgives.

II.   The Experiencing Of Mercy.
A.   You cannot be merciful until you have first experienced and received mercy.

B.   To experience mercy from God means that God does not give us what we deserve.

C.   Psalm 103:10-11 (ESV) - “He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities.  For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;”

D.    Titus 3:5 (ESV) - “he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit.”

E.   But there can be no true mercy apart from justice; somebody has to pay the price for sin.

F.   God will never violate the truth of His justice and His holiness to be merciful.  He will be merciful, but only when justice has been done.

G.   This is where the cross comes in.

H.   It is the cross that makes mercy available to us.  It is the cross that makes mercy available through us.

I.   Ephesians 2:4-7 (ESV) - “But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ - by grace you have been saved - and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.”

J.   God forgives us, and we experience mercy on the basis of Christ’s sacrifice for us at the cross.

K.   Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse (John MacArthur The Only Way To Happiness pg.142) - “When Jesus Christ died on the cross, all the work of God for man’s salvation passed out of the realm of prophecy and became historical fact.  God has now had mercy upon us.  For anyone to pray, God have mercy on me is the equivalent of asking Him to repeat the sacrifice of Christ.  All the mercy that God ever will have on man He has already had, when Christ died.  That is the totality of mercy.  There couldn’t be any more.  And God can now act toward us in grace because He has already had all mercy on us.  The fountain is now opened and flowing and flows freely.”

L.   If you sin your life away and never receive Jesus Christ, God offers no promise to be merciful to you.  You will have judgment without mercy.

M.   Being merciful is the natural result of receiving Christ and experiencing the mercy of God.

III.   The Expression of Mercy.

·   Question:  How does mercy display itself?

·   Romans 12:8 (ESV) - “...the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.”

·   Cheerfulness - you are looking forward to it.

·   If you get a glimpse of Calvary it will change your vision of mercy.

A.   Bad Expression.
1.   Matthew 18:23-35 (ESV) - “23 "Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his servants. 24 When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25 And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26 So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, 'Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.' 27 And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, 'Pay what you owe.' 29 So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, 'Have patience with me, and I will pay you.' 30 He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 31 When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had taken place. 32 Then his master summoned him and said to him, 'You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?' 34 And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35 So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart."

2.   Question:  Why was the servant unmerciful?

3.   Matthew 18:26 (ESV) - “So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.”

4.   He thought he could pay if he had more time.

5.   The servant did not see himself totally unable to pay.

6.   Truth:  There’s never enough time to pay it back; the only answer is mercy.

7.   Principle:  Anytime you have received mercy, people will watch to see what you do with it.

8.   The one who is not merciful is so unaware of his own state that he thinks he needs no mercy.  He cannot picture himself as miserable and wretched; so how shall God be merciful toward him?
B.   Better Example.
1.   Luke 10:30-37 (ESV) - 30 Jesus replied, "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw him he passed by on the other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion. 34 He went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own animal and brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 And the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, 'Take care of him, and whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I come back.' 36 Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?" 37 He said, "The one who showed him mercy." And Jesus said to him, "You go, and do likewise."
2.   Some don’t express mercy, because they haven’t experienced the right example of mercy.

IV.   The Extending Of Mercy.
A.   “Blessed are the...for they shall receive mercy”

B.   The reason the merciful are blessed is that “they shall receive mercy”. 

C.   They - they and they alone.

D.   The world cannot see mercy apart from the people who experience it and extend it.

E.   Extending mercy is evidence that we have experienced mercy.

F.   We extend mercy on the basis of Christ’s finished work on the cross.

G.   Principle:  We do not receive mercy because we extend mercy.

H.   The Beatitude is saying:  “When you experience and share mercy, then your heart is in such a condition that you can receive more mercy to share with others.”

I.   Jesus is not asking us to be merciful occasionally; He is asking us to be constant channels of mercy.

J.   Matthew 18:21-22 (ESV) - “Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord how often will my brother sin against me, and I forgive him?  As many as seven times?”  Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven.”

K.   By extending mercy, we open our hearts to receive mercy; and having received, we can share again and again.

L.   It is an abundant mercy.  It never runs out.  You might run out of mercy, but God never runs out of mercy.

M.   Question:  Have you ever felt that if you were God, you would wipe you out?

N.   Lamentations 2:22-23 (ESV) - “The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is thy faithfulness.”

O.   Chain Of Mercy (Personally).
(1)   Pain - Somebody hurts unjustly.

(2)   Truth - The person deserves to be hurt.

(3)    Power - Controlled truth.  We are hurt; we have the power and the right to hurt, but because of God’s love we show mercy.

(4)   Faith - We must leave the offender and his offense in the hands of God.

(5)   Growth - We become more like Christ.  We use our power for growth, not retaliation.

Q.   Reasons Why We Don’t Extend Mercy:

(1)   It is easier to extend justice than it is mercy.

(2)   We are not willing to pay the cost of being inconvenienced.

(3)   We are not willing to die to our own plans and to fit in with the providence of God in our lives.

R.   The Beatitudes were given to us to determine the authenticity of our faith, and the health of our spiritual life.

S.   In light of that, ponder these questions.

T.   Questions:

(1)   Is your salvation authentic?

(2)   Are you merciful?

(3)   Are you forgiving?

(4)   Do you hold grudges?

(5)   Are you gentle or harsh toward those in trouble?

(6)   Are you helpful or callous toward the backslidden?

(7)   Are you compassionate or impatient toward the fallen?

U.   Micah 6:8 (ESV) - “He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?”

Conclusion:
The late Corrie ten Boom recalled in her book “The Hiding Place” a postwar meeting with a guard from the Ravensbruck concentration camp, where her sister had died and she herself had been subjected to horrible indignities. 

“It was at a church service in Munich that I saw him, the former S.S. man who had stood guard at the shower room door in the processing center at Ravensbruck.  He was the first of our actual jailers that I had seen since that time.  And suddenly it was all there - the roomful of mocking men, the heaps of clothing, Betsie’s pain-blanched face.

He came up to me as the church was emptying, beaming and bowing.  “How grateful I am for your message, Fraulen,” he said.  “To think that, as you say, He has washed my sins away!”

His hand was thrust out to shake mine.  And I, who had preached so often to people in Bloemendaal the need to forgive, kept my hand at my side.

Even as the angry, vengeful thoughts boiled through me, I saw the sin of them.  Jesus Christ had died for this man; was I going to ask for more?  Lord Jesus, I prayed, forgive me and help me to forgive him.

I tried to smile; I struggled to raise my hand.  I could not.  I felt nothing, not the slightest spark of warmth or charity.  And so again I breathed a silent prayer.  Jesus, I cannot forgive him.  Give me your forgiveness.

As I took his hand the most incredible thing happened.  From my shoulder along my arm and through my hand a current seemed to pass from me to him, while into my heart sprang a love for this stranger that almost overwhelmed me.”

