
· In Christ, With Christ

· Colossians 2:11-15

Introduction


In Colossians 2:10, the apostle Paul reminds us that we are complete in Christ.  Jesus Christ alone is sufficient for our every spiritual need, because all of God’s fullness dwells in Him.


In this passage, Paul continues elaborating on this theme, by showing us how our completeness was accomplished in Christ.  False teachers with strong personalities were trying to steer the Colossians away from their original beliefs by suggesting that Christ was not enough.  They believed that the gospel needed something extra added to it.


Paul’s response to these false teachers was to describe salvation and its implications to our lives in such rich terms, that the very idea that there is something better is shown to be empty and false.  


In this passage, Paul uses the phrase “in him” twice, and the phrase “with Christ” three times to emphasize our completeness as a result of Christ’s work.  Reminding us that our salvation does not need to be supplemented by false human philosophy, psychology, ritualism, mysticism, legalism, or any other human work.  We are complete “in Christ”, and “with Christ.”

I.  I Am Circumcised In Christ.  (vs.11)

A.   In him also you were circumcised.
1. The Colossian heresy was a mixture of pagan philosophy with Jewish legalism.

2. The False Teachers were teaching that circumcision was necessary for salvation.

3. Physical circumcision was the seal of the covenant God made with Abraham and his seed.  It was the distinctive sign of an Israelite in covenant relationship with God.

4. In Genesis 12, God promised Abraham a seed.  He would make Abraham great and create a new nation out of his descendants.

5. In Genesis 15, the promise was repeated.  Abraham would have a son.  He would be given a land that would stretch from the Nile to the Euphrates.

6. In Genesis 16, Abraham comes to grips with the fact that he was already an old man and that Sarah his wife, was an old woman beyond childbearing age.  He discussed the matter with Sarah.  They decided to help God out.  Abraham would marry Hagar, Sarah’s Egyptian made, and would have a son by her.  In adopting this plan, Abraham acted in the energy of the flesh.  As a result, God did not speak to Abraham again for thirteen years.

7. In Genesis 12, God appeared to Abraham again.  He amplified the original promise, established his own covenant with Abraham, repudiated Ishmael as Abraham’s heir, declared that his promise of a son stood and that a child would be born to Sarah within a year.  At this point, God instituted a covenant seal of circumcision.  There was to be no more unbelief, no more acting in the flesh.

8. Circumcision was God’s answer to the flesh.  It underlines our ruin in Adam, and our total incapacity to produce the kind of life that God expects.

9. The life of Abraham illustrates that circumcision does not save.

10. Romans 4:11 (ESV) - “He received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised.  The purpose was to make him the father of all who believe without being circumcised, so that righteousness would be counted to them as well.”
11. Romans 2:28-29 (ESV) - “For no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor is circumcision outward and physical.  But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter.  His praise is not from man but from God.”

12. Abraham’s circumcision was the outward sign of a heart already made righteous by faith.
13. Circumcision was always intended to symbolize an inward, altogether spiritual cleansing of the heart.

14. Deuteronomy 10:16 (ESV) - “Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no longer stubborn.”

15. Deuteronomy 30:6 (ESV) - “And the Lord your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your offspring, so that you will love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may live.”

16. The problem was that the Jewish people depended on the physical, not the spiritual.

17. A physical operation can never convey spiritual grace.

18. People make the same mistake today when they depend on religious rituals to save them.

19. Circumcision illustrates regeneration.

20. you were circumcised - past tense with present tense implications; we experienced a spiritual circumcision of the heart at the time of our regeneration.
B.   With A Circumcision Made Without Hands.
1. made without hands - typically used in the New Testament to contrast what is made by humans with what is made by God.

2. Paul’s point is that the circumcision performed in the flesh with human hands is no longer the real or spiritually meaningful circumcision.

3. It is not by human hands, but by the Spirit of God that our hearts are changed.

C.   By Putting Off The Body Of The Flesh.
1. putting off - rendered inoperative; stripping off something and leaving it behind forever.

2. the body of the flesh - refers to the sinful, fallen human nature totally dominating believers before salvation.

3. Paul is emphasizing the fact that our circumcision in Christ is a spiritual one that enables us to get away from what we are by nature.

4. Strips the sin nature of its power.

D.   By The Circumcision Of Christ.
1. Circumcision provides a metaphor for the crucifixion of Christ.

2. The circumcision of Christ was not a circumcision of a small portion of flesh, but was his death.

3. As believers we share spiritually in his death.  As a result, we can “put off the body of the flesh”.

4. It is not necessary for the believer to submit to circumcision, because he has already experienced a spiritual circumcision through his identification with Christ.
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II.  I Am Identified With Christ.  (vs.12)
A.   Burial.  (vs.12a)
1. “having been buried with him in baptism”

2. Baptism picture’s a believer’s identification with Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection.

3. Romans 6:3-4 (ESV) - “Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.”

4. In the New Testament, the word baptize has both a literal and a figurative meaning.

5. literally - to dip; immerse

6. figuratively - to be identified with

7. Paul used the word baptism in a figurative sense in this verse.

8. When a person is saved, they are immediately baptized by the Spirit into the body of Christ and identified with Jesus Christ.

9. Peter O Brien - “As the burial of Christ (1 Cor. 15:4) set the seal upon his death, so the Colossians burial with him in baptism shows that they were truly involved in his death and laid in his grave.  It is not as though they simply died like Jesus died, or were buried as he was laid in the tomb...The burial proves that a real death has occurred and the old life is now a thing of the past.” 

B. Resurrection.  (vs.12b)

1. “in which you were also raised with him through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead.”

2. Baptism is illustrative of resurrection, indicating the end of the old life and the start of a new life in Christ.

3. This identification means that whatever happened to Christ also happened to us.

4. When He died, we died.  When he was buried, we were buried.  When he rose again, we rose with him.

5. Greek Verbs - co-buried; co-raised.

6. you were - past tense with present tense implications; we are resurrected now, and we will be in the future.
7. working - we get our word energy; refers to God’s active power; the same power that raised Jesus from the dead.

8. The limitless energy of the divine will, to do for us what we are helpless to do for ourselves.

9. Saving faith entails confidence that God and God alone is able and powerful enough to deliver us from spiritual death.

III.  I Am Alive In Christ.  (vs.13a)
A. Spiritual Death.
1. “And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh”

2. The Greek construction of this verse is of location or sphere.

3. Unbeliever’s exist in the sphere or realm of spiritual death.

4. dead - the description of the spiritual state of every human being who is apart from Christ; to be spiritually dead means to be devoid of any sense, unable to respond to spiritual stimuli; just as to be physically dead means to be unable to respond to physical stimuli; they are so locked in sin’s grasp that they are unable to respond to God; they are dominated by the world, the flesh, and the devil; the Bible and spiritual truth make no sense to them.

5. trespasses - false step; a blunder; crossing over a known boundary.

6. uncircumcision of your flesh - refers to Gentiles  whose condition of uncircumcision demonstrated that they were outside the Abrahamic covenant.

7. Ephesians 2:11-12 (ESV) - “Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called the uncircumcision by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands - remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.”

8. John Stott - “lots of people who make no Christian profession whatever, who even openly repudiate Jesus Christ, appear to be very much alive.  One has the vigorous body of an athlete, another the lively mind of a scholar, a third the vivacious personality of a film star.  Are we to say that such people, if Christ has not saved them, are dead?  Yes, indeed, we must and do say this very thing.  For in the sphere which matters supremely [which is neither the body, nor the mind, nor the personality, but the soul] they have no life.  And you can tell it.  They are blind to the glory of Jesus Christ, and deef to the voice of the Holy Spirit.  They have no love for God, no sensitive awareness of his personal reality, no leaping of their spirit towards him in the cry Abba Father, no longing for fellowship with his people.  They are as unresponsive to him as a corpse.  So we should not hesitate to affirm that a life without God [however physically fit and mentally alert the person may be] is a living death and that those who live it are dead even while they are living.”

B. Spiritual Life.
1. “God made alive together with him”

2. God made - God initiates the salvation process, because spiritually dead people cannot make themselves alive.

3. Ephesians 2:4-5 (ESV) - “But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ - by grace you have been saved.”

4. All people are born dead and remain dead until such time as God sovereignly infuses life and brings them by his spirit to faith in Jesus Christ.

IV.  I Am Forgiven In Christ.  (vs.13b-14)

A. Canceled.
1. “having forgiven all our trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands”

2. canceling - blotting out

3. the record of debt - something written with the hand; it was used to refer to a certificate of indebtedness handwritten by the debtor in acknowledgment of his debt; it is similar to our promissory note today in which the debtor affixes his or her signature to a document that binds the individual to pay the full amount by a certain date.

4. stood against us - like an unpaid bill handed over to the bill collector.

5. legal demands - referring to the law of Moses; shows where we have sinned against God; and is enough to condemn us to death.

6. To be burdened with a debt from which you will never be set free is simply too much to comprehend.  To owe a debt that you know you can never pay off is psychologically devastating.  Extend that indebtedness, and the penalty it incurs, into eternity and it becomes horrific beyond words.

B. Set Aside.
1. “This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.”

2. set aside - to wipe off like erasing a dry-erase board; ancient documents were commonly written either on papyrus, a paper like material made from the bullrush plant, or vellum, which was made from an animal’s hide.  The ink used then had no acid in it and did not soak into the writing material since the ink remained on the surface, it could be wiped off if the scribe wanted to reuse the material.

3. Christ took the law that condemned us and set it aside so that we are no longer under its domain.

4. by nailing it to the cross - some see here an allusion to the ancient practice of affixing to the cross an inscription of the crimes for which the person was being executed. (King Of The Jews)

5. John Piper - “How was this damning record nailed to the cross?  Parchment was not nailed to the cross.  Christ was.  So Christ became my damning record of bad (and good) deeds.  He endured my damnation.”

6. By his substitutionary atoning death at calvary, Jesus completely obliterated the law’s demands toward us.

7. Jesus Paid It All!

V.  I Am Victorious In Christ.  (vs.15)

A.   Jesus Disarmed The Enemy.

1. “He disarmed the rulers and authorities”

2. disarmed - stripping off; like casting aside a filthy garment.

3. rulers and authorities - the devil and his demons

4. Though prowling about like a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour, the devil’s authority and power have been stripped away.

B. Jesus Displayed The Enemy.
1. “and put them to open shame”

2. open shame - public spectacle

C. Jesus Defeated The Enemy.
1. “by triumphing over them in him”

2. The imagery here is like that of a triumphant roman general parading his defeated captives through the streets of Rome.

3. Paul’s point here is that God’s defeat of the demonic hosts is like that of an earthly military commanders triumph over and public display of his enemies.

4. We are to rest assured and rejoice in the promise that our spiritual enemies were as thoroughly defeated and stripped of their dignity and power as were those physical enemies who unsuccessfully opposed and were eventually conquered by a Roman general and his army.

5. Though we still wrestle with them, they cannot be victorious.

6. in him - “in it”; the cross.

7. The instrument that appeared to seal Christ’s doom was his tool of triumph.

8. This invisible victory was won through the visible agony of a man on a cross.

9. F.F. Bruce - “As our Lord was suspended there bound hand and foot to the wood in apparent weakness [the rulers and authorities] imagined they had Him at their mercy, and flung themselves upon Him with hostile intent.  But, far from suffering their assault without resistance, He grappled with them and mastered them, stripping them of all the armor in which they trusted, and held them aloft in His mighty, outstretched hands, displaying to the universe their helplessness and his own unvanquished strength...Now they are disabled and dethroned, and the shameful tree has become the victors triumphal chariot, before which His captives are driven in humiliating procession, the involuntary and impotent confessors of their overcomer’s superiority.”

