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Introduction:

In these final verses, Paul’s final remarks teach us that God is full of mercy, and that his saints come from all walks of life.


As Paul closes Colossians, he encloses with his letter a verbal group photograph.  He includes in it a number of those who helped him in his ministry while he was imprisoned at Rome.  He gives recognition to some of the unsung heroes of the New Testament, and by so doing uses them as an encouragement to those who read this letter.  This section adds a warm, personal touch to what has been largely a doctrinal letter.


To Paul, these people were indispensable assets to his ministry.  He knew well that he could not do it alone; no one can.  God’s leaders have always depended on others to support them in their work.  Leaders are made more effective by those who help them.

Proverbs 27:17 (ESV) - “Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another.”

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 (ESV) - “Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil.  For if the fall, one will lift up his fellow.  But woe to him who is alone when he falls and has not another to lift him up!  Again, if two lie together, they keep warm, but how can one keep warm alone?  And though a man might prevail against one who is alone, two will withstand him - a three fold cord is not quickly broken.”


Paul never ministered alone.  He shared his first leadership opportunity in the church at Antioch with four other men, and throughout the following years of his missionary travels, he always had companions.  The only time we find him alone in Acts is for a brief period in Athens (Acts 17).  Although he is a prisoner as he writes Colossians, he still is not alone.  The eight men he names are not all well-known figures.  Each was, however, a special person to Paul.  And each was willing to pay the price of associating with a prisoner.  In this passage we meet the man with a servant’s heart, the man with a sinful past, the man with a sympathetic heart, the man with a surprising future, the man with a strong commitment, the man with a single passion, the man with a specialized talent, and the man with a sad future.

I.  Tychicus - A Servant’s Heart.  (vs.7-8)
A.   He Was A Trustworthy Messenger.  (vs.7a, 8)
1.   “Tychicus will tell you all about my activities...I have sent him to you for this very purpose, that you may know how we are”

2.   Tychicus - “fortuitous”, or “fortunate”

3.   He was fortunate to have ministered with Paul for so many years.

4.   He is mentioned five times in the New Testament.

5.   We first meet Tychicus in Acts 20:4.  Paul was in Ephesus near the end of his third missionary journey.  He planned to return to Jerusalem via Macedonia, where he intended to collect an offering.  With the offerings from Galatia and Achaia, he would present it to the needy believers at Jerusalem.  

6.   By doing so, he hoped to cement the bond between the predominantly Gentile churches outside of Palestine, and the predominantly Jewish church at Jerusalem.  He also planned to take some Gentile believers from Greece and Asia Minor as representatives of their churches to the Jerusalem church.  Among them was Tychicus.

7.   Tychicus’s willingness to travel with Paul to Jerusalem shows his servant’s heart.  

8.   Such a journey was not to be taken lightly.  Travel in the ancient world was very difficult and dangerous.

9.   The trip would also take Tychicus away from his family, friends, and church for a long time.

10.   Along the way, Paul was continually warned that trouble awaited him in Jerusalem.  Although Tychicus must certainly have heard those warnings, he remained with Paul.

11.   The writing of Colossians finds Tychicus in Rome with Paul during his first imprisonment.

12.   By this time about four years have passed since Tychicus joined Paul in Ephesus.  Because he is a man of proven loyalty, Paul has an important task for him:  He is to deliver the letter to the Colossians.  Not only does he carry Colossians, but Ephesians (Eph. 6:21) and probably Philemon as well (Col. 4:9).

13.   The trip from Rome to Colossae was a difficult one.  Tychicus would first have to cross much of Italy on foot, then sail across the Adriatic Sea.  After traversing Greece on foot, he would sail across the Aegean Sea to the coast of Asia Minor.  After all of that, he still faced a journey of nearly one hundred miles on foot to reach Colossae.

14.   Not only would Tychicus deliver the letter of Colossians, he would also bring the Colossians information about Paul’s affairs and update them on his circumstances.

15.   That he was entrusted with delivering three inspired books of scripture indicates Paul’s trust in him.

B.   He Was A Beloved Brother.  (vs.7b)
1.   “He is a beloved brother”

2.   As Paul wrote Colossians, it had been more than two years since his arrest at Jerusalem.  Since then he had survived a plot by the Jewish leaders to murder him, trials before Felix, Festus, and Agrippa, and a dangerous voyage to Rome.  Tychicus may have been with Paul through that entire time.  He was definitely with him during his imprisonment at Rome.

3.   After Paul’s release, Tychicus remained with him.

4.   Brother - shows he was one of the family of believers.

5.   Beloved - Paul loved him.  

C.   He Was A Faithful Minister.  (vs.7c)
1.   “and faithful minister”

2.   Paul could count on him without question.

3.   Nothing negative about Tychicus is stated in scripture.

4.   He never achieved prominence, but he served in an important capacity as Paul’s liaison to the churches.

5.   After Paul’s release, Tychicus remained with him.

6.   When Paul needed a temporary replacement for Titus as pastor of the church on Crete, Tychicus was one of the ones considered (Titus 3:12).

7.     At the very end of Paul’s life, during his second Roman imprisonment, Tychicus was still with him.

8.   Facing imminent execution, Paul desired to see Timothy one last time.  Becuase Timothy could not leave his congregation without a replacement, Paul sent Tychicus (2 Tim.4:12).

9.   This is the highest commendation Paul could give him.

10.   1 Corinthians 4:2 (ESV) - “Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found trustworthy.”

D.   He Was A Fellow Servant.  (vs.7d)
1.   “and fellow servant in the Lord”

2.   He was a (diakonos) servant in relationship to Paul.

3.   He was a (sundoulos) fellow servant with Paul in relationship to the Lord.

4.   He submitted his will and ambition to the Lord.

E.   He Was An Encourager.  (vs.8b)
1.   “and that he may encourage your hearts”

2.   Question:  How did he encourage them?

3.   By adding a personal word of encouragement to what was written in the letter and answering their questions about Paul’s condition.

4.   Question:  What was he encouraging them to do?

5.   To persevere; to keep the faith and obey the word of God.

II.  Onesimus - A Sinful Past.  (vs.9)
A. Onesimus - The runaway slave whose return to his master was the occasion for the book of Philemon.

B. Philemon was one of the leaders of the Colossian church, and it is likely that the church met in his home.

C. Onesimus had been a slave in Philemon’s household until he ran away and made his way to Rome.

D. There he met the apostle Paul, who led him to Christ.  Now he was returning to Colossae and his master.

E. Paul wrote to urge Philemon to forgive Onesimus for running away and defrauding him and to welcome Onesimus as a brother in Christ.
F. Brother - In Christ he had become a spiritual brother.  When a person comes to faith in Christ, the past is no longer an issue.

G. 2 Corinthians 5:17 (ESV) - “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.”

H. Onesimus was a testimony to the power of God to transform a life.

I. Faithful - At Rome, he was known for his life of faith and for his faithful service to Paul (Philem. 11, 13).

J. Beloved - He was loved by Paul and the Roman church, and now he wanted Philemon and the Colossian church to love him.

K. who is one of you - Paul tells the Colossians that the man who left Colossae as a runaway slave now returns as one of them; He was to be treated as a member of the church because in Christ there was neither slave nor freeman (Gal. 3:28).

III.  Aristarchus - A Sympathetic Heart.  (vs.10a)
A. “Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you”

B. Aristarchus - a Jewish believer (4:11), though like many Jews of the dispersion, he had a Greek name; he was a native of Thessalonica (Acts 20:4; 27:2).

C. Aristarchus first appeared during Paul’s three year ministry at Ephesus.  He was seized by the rioting mob, who recognized him as one of Paul’s companions (Acts 19:29).

D. He accompanied Paul on his return trip to Jerusalem (Acts 20:4), and on his voyage to Rome (Acts 27:4).

E. It is possible Aristarchus stayed with Paul throughout his imprisonment in Palestine as well.

F. As Paul writes Colossians, Aristarchus is by his side.

G. Fellow prisoner - literally means “one caught with a spear”; it refers to war captives or prisoners.

H. Paul refers to him as such because he shared Paul’s prison experience with him.

I. He had a caring and sympathetic heart because he chose to make Paul’s lifestyle his own.

J. He gave up his own freedom to minister to Paul’s needs.

IV.  Mark - A Surprising Future.  (vs.10b)
A. “and Mark the cousin of Barnabas (concerning whom you have received instructions - if he comes to you, welcome him)”

B. Mark - John Mark; a companion of Paul and Barnabas on their first missionary journey (Acts 13:5); He deserted them when the going got tough (Acts 13:13).

C. Mark’s desertion was later to become a source of friction between Paul and Barnabas.  Barnabas wanted to take his cousin along on the second missionary journey, but Paul, not trusting Mark to be loyal, refused.  That led to a sharp disagreement between Paul and Barnabas that they separated from each other (Acts 15:37-39).

D. By the time Paul wrote Colossians, Mark had become a changed man.

E. He had been restored to usefulness, probably through the ministry of Peter (himself no stranger to failure) in his life.

F. In Philemon 24, Paul names him among his fellow workers.

G. The man whom Paul once rejected became one of his greatest helpers.

H. 2 Timothy 4:11 (ESV) - “Luke alone is with me.  Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is very useful to me for ministry.”

I. Paul told the Colossians that if Mark came to them, they were to welcome him.  They were not to shun him because of his previous failure.

J. “Failure is never fatal until it is final.”

K. Mark’s life is a testimony to God’s ability to use failures.

L. In fact, he later received a privilege shared by only three other men in history:  writing one of the gospels.

V.  Jesus Who Is Justus - A Strong Commitment.  (vs.11)

A.   Nothing is known of Jesus who is Justus apart from this verse.

B.   It is possible that he was one of the Roman Jews who believed Paul’s message.

C.     Jesus - is the Greek form of Joshua which means “savior”.

D.   Justus - Latin name which means “righteous”.

E.   Jesus who is called Justus, Mark, and Aristarchus were Paul’s only fellow workers for the kingdom of God who are from the circumcision.

F.   There was a tremendous lack of response from Paul’s fellow Jews.

G.   The Jewish leaders in Jerusalem rejected his message, plotted to kill him, and denounced him to the Roman authorities.

H.   Much of the opposition he received on his missionary journeys was from his fellow countrymen (2 Cor. 11:26).

I.   Even those who believed his message apparently did not commit themselves to him (Acts 28:24).

J.    Acts 28:24 (ESV) - “And some were convinced by what he said, but others disbelieved.”

K.   Only Jesus who is called Justice, Mark, and Aristarchus were a comfort to Paul.

L.   Comfort - can be translated encouragement.

M.   That Jesus Justus was willing to leave his people to identify with Paul demonstrates his strong commitment.  He was willing to take a stand alongside Paul for Jesus Christ no matter what the cost.

N. Jesus Justus represents those faithful believers who serve God but whose deeds are not announced for the whole world to know. He was a fellow worker with Paul and a comfort to Paul, and that is all we know about him. However, the Lord has kept a faithful record of this man’s life and ministry and will reward him accordingly.
VI.  Epaphras - A Single Passion.  (vs.12-13)
A. He Was From The Church At Colosse.  (vs.12a)
1. “Epaphras, who is one of you”

2. Epaphras - Was the founder of the Colossian church, and he most likely was its current pastor.  He had journeyed to Rome bringing Paul news of the dangerous heresy threatening the churches of the Lycus Valley.

B. He Was A Servant Of Christ.  (vs.12b)
1. “a servant of Christ Jesus”

2. Servant - doulos; bond slave; he was a true spiritual slave whose will was totally submissive to that of Christ.

C. He Was A Prayer Warrior.  (vs.12c)
1. “always struggling on your behalf in his prayers”

2. Although separated from them, Epaphras still ministered to the Lycus Valley churches.

3. Struggling - “laboring earnestly”; where our English word agonize is derived.  It is used in 1 Corinthians 9:25 to speak of the grueling competition endured by athletes in the games.  In John 18:36 it is translated “fight”.  Related words appear in Romans 15:30, to speak of fighting in prayer, and Luke 22:44, in reference to Jesus’ agony in Gethsemane.

4. Epaphras was a living example of Paul’s command to the Colossians in 4:2 to “continue steadfastly in prayer”.
5. Four Aspects Of His Prayer Life:

a. Always - His prayers were constant and frequent.

b. struggling - they involved the effort of his total being

c. that you - intercessory

d. that you may stand... - specific and purposeful

D. He Was A Man Of Compassion.  (vs.12d)
1. “that you may stand mature and fully assured in all the will of God”

2. It speaks of Epaphras’s goal for the Colossians.

3. It was very similar to that of Paul’s.

4. Colossians 1:28-29 (ESV) - “Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ.  For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully works within me.”

5. mature - complete; fully developed

6. fully assured - persuaded; satisfied fully

7. Epaphras wanted the Colossians to be mature and satisfied in all the will of God
8. Only those who live in obedience to God’s will can grow to the fullness of Christ and be content.

9. Ephesians 4:13-14 (ESV) - “until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes.”

10. Paul bore witness to Epaphras’s single minded passion through agonizing prayer for his people’s maturity.

VII.  Luke - A Specialized Talent.  (vs.14a)
A. “Luke the beloved physician greets you”

B. Luke - Paul’s personal physician, as well as his close friend.  He was a Gentile believer who traveled frequently with Paul on his missionary voyages.  He was an educated, cultured man, as evidenced by the literary quality of his Greek in his gospel and the book of Acts.

C. Nothing definite is known about Luke’s background.  According to the church Fathers Eusibius and Jerome, he was born in Syrian Antioch.  Some have speculated that he was Titus’s brother, that he knew Paul when Paul was a student at Tarsus, and that he was a freed slave from the household of Theophilus.  None of those speculations can be proved.

D. Luke is mentioned by name only two other times in the New Testament.  All three times his name appears, it does so in Paul’s writings from prison (Philemon 24; 2 Tim. 4:11).

E. After joining Paul on his second missionary journey, he was with him for most of the remainder of Paul’s life.

F. Luke is a glowing example of the professional man who uses his skills in the service of the Lord and gives himself to go wherever God sends.

G. Not everyone in the Lord’s service has to have a seminary degree.

H. God’s work needs specialists too.

I. Luke surrendered his special talent to God, giving up what might have been a lucrative private practice.

J. In return, God used him to write a sizeable portion of the New Testament, and to be a beloved companion of the apostle Paul.

K. Luke was a beloved Christian, a skillful physician, a devoted friend, and a careful historian—all wrapped up in one!

VIII.  Demas - A Sad Future.  (vs.14b)

A. “as does Demas”

B. He is mentioned three times in scripture.

C. Philemon 24 (ESV) - “and so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke, my fellow workers.”

D. Colossians 4:14b (ESV) - “as does Demas”
E. He had made a substantial commitment to the Lord’s work, and was with Paul in both his imprisonments.

F. 2 Timothy 4:9-10 (ESV) - “Do your best to come to me soon.  For Demas, in love with this present world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica.  Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia.”

G. The pull of the world system eventually became irresistible to Demas, he was not willing to follow Paul’s example and become a martyr, and he abandoned both Paul and the ministry.

H. Jesus had his Judas, and Paul had his Demas.

I. Warning:  It is a possibility that someone who thanks God for us now may one day be sorrowing over what we have become.

IX.  Paul - Final Instructions.  (vs.15-18)
A. Stay Connected To The Church.  (vs.15)
1. Paul is assuming there will be continued fellowship among the churches of the Lycus Valley.

2. When we say the word “church” our mind often immediately goes to a building.

3. But the church is people, an assembly of gathered believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.

4. In Nympha’s house, a living, vibrant, spiritual organism gathered and thrived and worshiped and prayed and studied God’s Word.

B. Stay In the Word.  (vs.16)
1. The church of the Laodiceans was to read the letter to the Colossians.

2. The church of Colossae was to read the letter from the Laodiceans.

3. There has been much debate over the identity of the Laodicean letter.

4. It has been identified as a letter from the Laodiceans to Paul, a letter written by Paul from Laodicea, the apocryphal epistle to the Laodiceans, and a genuine letter of Paul to the Laodiceans that is now lost.

5. However, the best interpretation is that Paul is referring to the book of Ephesians.  The oldest manuscripts of Ephesians do not contain the words “in Ephesus” in Ephesians 1:1, indicating that it was a circular letter intended for several churches.

6. Tychicus probably delivered Ephesians to the Laodiceans, so Paul commands the Colossians and Laodiceans to exchange letters.

7. In the first century the reception of an apostolic letter and its public reading was a glorious event.

8. The public reading of God’s Word was a common practice in the synagogue and was taken over in the early church as well.

9. 1 Timothy 4:13 (ESV) - “Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of scripture, to exhortation, to teaching.”

10.  Sam Storms - “Perhaps someone will argue that it is less effective as a means of communication and instruction to read aloud in a congregational gathering than it is to read the printed page privately.  That may be true.  But there is also something powerful, perhaps even sacramental, in the corporate hearing of the inspired text.  All of God’s people are brought under the authority of the Word.  All are called to hear, heed, and obey.  This also bears powerful witness to any unbelievers present of the foundational function of Scripture in the life of God’s people.”

C. Fulfill Your Ministry.  (vs.17)
1. Archippus appears only here and in Philemon 2.

2. He is believed to be the son of Philemon.

3. Fulfill - carries with it the idea that God has definite purposes for His servants to accomplish. He works in us and through us to complete those good works that He has prepared for us (see Eph. 2:10). Fulfill also parallels the theme of Colossians—the fullness of Jesus Christ available to each believer. We are able to fulfill our ministries because we have been “filled full” through Jesus Christ.

4. To fulfill our ministry is what the Lord expects from all of us.

5. He was to regard his ministry as a vessel into which he was to pour his whole life.

6. He was to fill it full.

7. Paul reminded Archippus that his ministry was a gift from God, and that he was a steward of God who would one day have to give an account of his work. Since the Lord gave him his ministry, the Lord could also help him carry it out in the right way. Ministry is not something we do for God; it is something God does in and through us.

D. Remain In Prayer.  (vs.18a)

1. “I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand.  Remember my chains.”

2. remember my chains - remember me in your prayers

3. Paul was not asking for pity, but for prayer.

4. 2 Timothy 1:8 (ESV) - “Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me his prisoner, but share in the suffering for the gospel by the power of God.”

5. 2 Timothy 1:16 (ESV) - “May the Lord Grant mercy to the household of Onesiphorus, for he often refreshed me and was not ashamed of my chains.”

6. Paul knew the pressures they faced, the fear of rejection they felt, together with the appeal of riches and persona comfort that assaulted them on a daily basis.  But they must resist the temptation to think that imprisonment for Christ’s sake is a disgrace.

E. Rest in Grace.  (vs.18b)
1. “Grace be with you”

2. Colossians 1:2 (ESV) - “To the saints and faithful brothers in Christ at Colossae:  Grace to you and peace from God our Father.”

a.   Grace - Greek word used as a customary greeting to celebrate the work of grace in their lives; it was also a commissioning to live under grace - may you have the disposition, the dependency, the humility which makes you a ready receptor of God’s grace.

b. This reference to grace is more than a standard literary device by which letters were begun, or concluded.  It is a sincere prayer for the release of divine favor and power into the lives of those to whom he writes.
3. John Piper - “Paul has in mind that the letter itself is a channel of God’s grace to the readers.  Grace is about to flow “from God” through Paul’s writing to the Christians.  So he says, “Grace to you.”  That is, grace is now active and is about to flow from God through my inspired writing to you as you read - “grace be to you”.  but as the end of the letter approaches, Paul realizes that the reading is almost finished and the question rises, “What becomes of the grace that has been flowing to the readers through the reading of the inspired letter?”  He answers with a blessing at the end of every letter:  “Grace be with you.”  With you as you put the letter away and leave the church.  With you as you go home to deal with a sick child and an unaffectionate spouse.  With you as you go to work and face the temptations of anger and dishonesty and lust.  With you as you muster courage to speak up for Christ over lunch...Thus we learn that grace is ready to flow to us every time we take up the inspired scriptures to read them.  And we learn that grace will abide with us when we lay the Bible down and go about our daily living.”

4. We will never get beyond the need for the grace that saves us, keeps us and will one day lead us to our eternal home.
Conclusion:
Myra Brooks Welch tells the story of a battered, scarred violin held up for bid by an auctioneer who hardly thought it was worth his time.  And apparently it wasn’t, for the final bid was a mere three dollars.  But as he was calling “Three dollars once, three dollars twice, going for three,” a gray haired man came forward and picked up the bow, wiped the dust from the old instrument, tightened the strings, and played the most beautiful melody.  When the music ceased, the auctioneer, holding it up with the bow, said in a different tone, “What am I bid for the old violin?”  Instead of three dollars, it went for three thousand!

The people cheered, but some of them cried,

“We do not quite understand -

What changed its worth?”  The man replied,

“The Touch of the Master’s Hand.”

And many a man with a life out of tune,

And battered and torn with sin,

Is auctioned cheap to the thoughtless crowd.  Much like the old violin.
A mess of pottage, a glass of wine,

A game and he travels on.

He’s going once and going twice,

He’s going - and almost gone.

But the Master comes, and the foolish crowd

Never can quite understand

The worth of a soul, and the change that’s wrought

By the Touch of the Master’s Hand.
A man with a life out of tune

And battered and torn with sin,

Is auctioned cheap to the thoughtless crowd, 

Much like the old violin.

But the Master comes, and the foolish crowd

Never can quite understand

The worth of a soul, and the change that’s wrought

By the touch of the Master’s Hand.
