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Introduction:

The abrupt personal designation “But as for you, O man of God” that opens Paul’s famous charge to Timothy reverses the focus of the apostle’s remarks.  He had just reprimanded the false teachers of Ephesus for their corrupt doctrine and lifestyles, but now he instructs his godly understudy on how he ought to live.

The title “man of God” is simply, yet immeasurably rich.  It is a sacred privilege to be identified as God’s personal possession, a privilege that carries with it a great responsibility.

The atmosphere is military, for Paul used words that belong in the army: “fight,” “charge,” and “guard”.  So Paul was the general, giving Timothy orders from the commander in chief.
I.  A Man Of God Is Known For What He Flees.  (vs. 11a)
A.  “But as for you, O man of God, flee these things”

B.   But  - used to make a contrast between the man of God described here and the worldly man described in 1 Tim 6:3-10.  

C.   The Man Of God:

1.   doesn’t advocate a different doctrine (vs. 3)

2.   isn’t full of pride (vs.4a)

3.   understands what God says (vs.4b)

4.   doesn’t crave controversy, quarrels, and conflict (vs.4c)

5.   doesn’t use his ministry as a means of getting rich (vs.5)

6.   is content with God’s provision (vs.6-8)

7.   avoids snares and harmful desires that lead to destruction (vs.9)

8.   doesn’t wander away from the faith (vs.10)

D.   They are money’s man, he is God’s man; they are sin’s man, he is righteousness’ man; they are the world’s man, he is heaven’s man.

D.   The man of God is told to “flee these things.”

E.   flee - doesn’t mean to literally run, but to separate one’s self from something; it is where we get our English word fugitive.

F.   these things - a common Greek phrase intended to encapsulate everything an author had just expressed; in this case, it refers to everything related to apostate or misguided ministers:  their motivation, their ignorance, their behavior, and especially their fate.

G.   We are to be separated from sin, and those things that would hinder our Christian walk.

H.   Not all unity is good, and not all division is bad.  There are times when a servant of God should take a stand against false doctrine and godless practices, and separate himself from them.

I.   flee - present tense; indicates that the man of God is to constantly flee from these things. 

J.  “If he stops, what is behind him (sin) will catch him, and he will miss his goal of holiness.”   

K.   Illustration of Joseph.
L.   Genesis 39:12 (ESV) - “she caught him by his garment, saying, “Lie with me”.  But he left his garment in her hand and fled and got out of the house.”
M.  Most of the time, fleeing is a sign of cowardice, but there are other times when fleeing is a mark of wisdom and a means of recovery. 

II.  A Man Of God Is Known For What He Pursues.  (vs.11b)

A.   “Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness.”

B.   Paul urged Timothy to leave certain things behind, and to pursue other things.

C.   Separation without positive growth becomes isolation.  It is not enough to flee from sin; we must embrace those things that will help us grow in our walk with the Lord.

D.   Pursue - frequently used to describe the role of a persecutor or pursuer on the trail of a fugitive; it carries the idea of becoming a dogged, relentless hunter in search of something.

E.   In this verse, Paul challenged Timothy and everyone who wants to be men of God to pursue (constantly strive for) six virtues that would ensure his effectiveness in ministry.

1.   Righteousness – Personal integrity.  God’s man is known for doing what is right.  It is a lifestyle marked by obedience to God and His Word.  (Prov. 20:7)

2.   Godliness – our conduct, attitudes, and motives.  It is the authentic and abiding desire to glorify God through every thought, every reaction, every word, and every deed.

3.   Faith – faithfulness; It is confident trust in God for everything.  It is resting in God’s promise to provide, protect, empower, and guide; choosing to be content with what the Lord provides, directs, or permits.  It is the atmosphere in which the man of God exists.  He trusts God to keep and fulfill His word.

4.   Love – It is unrestricted, unrestrained, encompassing love for God, other believers, and non-Christians.  It is seeking the highest, greatest good of other people.  William Wordsworth said, “The best portion of a good man’s life, his little, nameless, unremembered acts of kindness and love.”

5.   steadfastness – Carries the idea of endurance. It is a deliberate, steadfast obedience despite pressures, difficulties, or temptations.  It is victorious, triumphant, unswerving loyalty to the Lord in the midst of trial.  It means sticking to it when the going is tough. It is not being complacent, but being courageous.  Arthur Gilerman said, “God’s road is all uphill, but do not tire, rejoice that we may still keep climbing higher.”

6.   Gentleness – Power under control. Deals effectively with other people. A controlled, confident, firm strength that offers reassurance to weak or wounded people.

F.   The man of God is to chase after these personal virtues.

G.   We must cultivate these graces of the Spirit in our lives, or else we will be known only for what we oppose rather than for what we embrace!

H.   John Stott – “We are simply to run from evil as we run from danger, and to run after goodness as we run after success.  That is, we have to give our mind, time, and energy to both flight and pursuit.”
III.  A Man Of God Is Known For What He Fights 

        For.  (v.12) 

A.   Being a man of God calls a man into warfare.  It is a constant battle against the flesh, the devil, and the fallen world around us.  It is also a struggle against lethargic Christians and apathetic churches.  

B.   Some don’t realize that they are in a battle, while others are trying to avoid the battle by taking positions of ease and comfort.  However, the man of God engages in the battle.

C.   Timothy is told to fight for faith.  It’s what he is willing to stand for.

D.   fight -  Where we get our word agonize.  It is used in both military and athletic contexts to describe the concentration, discipline, conviction, and effort needed to win.  It means to keep on fighting; it describes a person straining and giving his best to win the prize for battle.

E.   fight - The tense of the word indicates the continuous nature of the battle.  It is a reminder that we can never relax or take our guard down.  

F.   faith - It is an endurance race that test’s the runners’ determination to keep going, despite the cry of every cell in his body to slacken or quit.

G.   Take hold of the eternal life - Not because it might slip away or because obtaining eternal life depends on effort.  Unlike the earlier imperative verbs, which are present tense describing continual action - keep on fleeing, keep on pursuing, and keep on fighting - “Take hold” uses a tense that implies culmination.

H.   Paul urges Timothy to grab eternal life and hold it tightly because it belongs to him.

I.   Two Clauses Emphasize The Phrase “Eternal Life”:

1.   to which you were called - uses what linguists call a divine passive; strongly emphasizes that God did the calling.  This clause reminds Timothy that the Lord has called him to receive eternal life and that God’s decrees never fail.

2.   about which you made the good confession - Reminds Timothy that he acknowledged the Lord’s calling him to eternal life by claiming the gospel publicly.

J.   We are to get a grip on the reality of eternal life, so that we will live and minister in the light of eternity.

K.   The man of God sets his mind on things above, not on the things that are on the earth.

L.   Colossians 3:2 (ESV) - “Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth.”

M.   John MacArthur – “The man of God aware of God’s call to eternal salvation and his own public profession of faith in response to that call, maintains an eternal perspective.  He does not engage in petty, meaningless battles of this world, but focuses on eternal things.  He lives above the mundane and trivial matters of the passing world.  He is consumed with what will never pass away—God’s word and the souls of men.

IV.  A Man Of God Is Known For His Faithfulness.  (vs. 13-16)

·   Paul followed his four imperatives - flee, pursue, fight, take hold - with a solemn charge.
A.  Awesome Charge.  (vs. 14)

1.   keep the commandment - In the Greek when no specific edict has been described, the term rendered “commandment” usually refers to a government official’s appointment or a soldier’s commission; in this context, it is best understood “guard the commission”.

2.   1 Timothy 1:18-19 (ESV) - “This charge I entrust to you, Timothy, my child, in accordance with the prophecies previously made about you, that by them you may wage the good warfare, holding faith and a good conscience.  By rejecting this, some have made shipwreck of their faith.”

3.   unstained and free from reproach - The man of God is to be without blemish, completely beyond reproach, nothing to mar his testimony.

4.   until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ - The man of God is to remain faithful all of his life, until his death or the appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ.

5.   Paul is charging Timothy to a dogged persistence in fulfilling the call to preach and to defend the faith to run well to the end.

6.   1 Timothy 4:16 – “Keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching.  Persist in this, for by so doing you will save both yourself and your hearers.”

B.   Awesome Witness (v. 13)

1. “Being a man of God is an elevated earthly privilege matched by an elevated heavenly accountability.”
2.   To encourage the man of God to remain faithful no matter what the cost, Paul reminds him of two persons who will hold him accountable.

3.   By calling the Father and the Son as witnesses, Paul meant to encourage Timothy not intimidate him.  He wanted Timothy to be heartened because God is the one “who gives life to all things.”  He preserves and maintains life, and he would sustain Timothy for his allotted days.

4.   God – “The man of God lives and ministers in the Father’s presence.”  We are not to be a man-pleaser, but a God-pleaser.  Knowledge of His standard and scrutiny should motivate the man of God to diligence.

5.   Christ Jesus – Jesus is the supreme example of One who remained faithful to the Word of God no matter the cost.

6.   Timothy was to be strengthened by Christ’s example “who while testifying before Pontius Pilate made the good confession.”  Jesus had already done what Timothy would be asked to do.

7.   Jesus boldly stood His ground, spoke the truth, and entrusted His life to God.  The man of God must follow his example.

C.  Awesome Benediction.  (Vs. 15-16)

1.   Paul seals his charge with a majestic benediction that exalts God’s sovereignty.

2.   Paul’s message to Timothy is clear: “Though your calling is immense, the God who calls you is far greater and He will enable you to do it.”

3.   We need not fear life because God is the ruler of all; and we need not fear death because He shares immortality with us.
Conclusion

Legend has it that a man was lost in the desert, just dying for a drink of water.  He stumbled upon an old shack-a ram shackled, windowless, roofless, weather-beaten old shack.  He looked about this place and found a little shade from the heat of the desert sun.  As he glanced around, he saw a pump about 15 feet away- old, rusty water pump.  He stumbled over to it, grabbed the handle and began to pump up and down, up and down.  Nothing came out.


Disappointed, he staggered back.  He noticed off to the side an old jug.  He looked at it, wiped away the dirt and dust, and read a message that said, “You have to prime the pump with all the water in this jug, my friend. P.S.  Be sure you fill the jug again before you leave.”


He pulled the cork out of the jug and sure enough, it was almost full of water!  Suddenly, he was faced with a decision.  If he drank the water, he could live.  Ah, but if he poured all the water in the old rusty pump, maybe it would yield fresh, cool water from down deep in the well, all the water he wanted.


He studied the possibility of both options.  What should he do, pour it into the old pump and take a chance on fresh, cool water or drink what was in the old jug and ignore its message?  Should he waste all the water on the hopes of those flimsy instructions written, not telling how long ago?


Reluctantly he poured all the water into the pump.  Then he grabbed the handle and began to pump, squeak, squeak, squeak.  Still nothing came out!  Squeak, squeak, squeak.  A little bit began to dribble out, then a small stream, and finally it gushed!  To his relief fresh, cool water poured out of the rusty pump.  Eagerly, he filled the jug and drank from it.  He filled it another time and once again drank from its refreshing contents.


Then he filled the jug for the next traveler.  He filled it to the top, popped the cork back on, and added this little note: “Believe me, it really works.  You have to give it all away before you can get anything back!” –Charles Swindoll, Living Above the Level of Mediocrity

