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Introduction


For two chapters Paul has been warning the Colossian believers and us of the dangers of false teaching.  He has exalted Jesus Christ, and emphasized His sufficiency.  Now, as we begin Chapter 3, Paul transitions from doctrine to duty.  What we believe should impact how we behave.  We must declare and defend the truth, but we must also demonstrate the truth.


Paul concluded Chapter 2 of Colossians with an indictment of any attempt to defeat the promptings of the flesh with ascetic, legalistic, extra biblical regulations.  These regulations provide only an illusion of victory over fleshly impulses.  The ability to say no to “the indulgence of the flesh” and the passionate desire to walk in the way of Christ, comes not primarily from rigorous asceticism or self-restraint but from a mind captivated and controlled by the beauty and majesty of the risen Christ and all that we are in Him.


The Christian life is a shared life.  The life of the all-victorious, risen, ascended Christ is shared with each believer by means of the indwelling Spirit of God.  


Paul takes us into the bank of heaven.  He shows us the unlimited resources of the living God.  It is here in this passage that Paul gives us the key to living the Christ life.  He clearly shows us that Jesus Christ, not this present world is to be the center of the believers universe.  In fact, the centrality of Christ is easily seen with the phrases “with Christ”, “where Christ”, and “when Christ”.  So as we yield ourselves to Jesus Christ, He lives His life through us.

I.  We Have Been Raised With Christ In The Past.  (vs.1-2)

A.   Shared.  (vs.1a)

1. “If then you have been raised with Christ”

2. Speaks of a shared life.

3. if - denotes reality; better translated “since”

4. have been - past tense; it is an accomplished fact

5. raised with Christ - Believers are entered into Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection at the moment of salvation.

6. Galatians 2:20 (ESV) - “”I have been crucified with Christ.  It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.  And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”

7. Romans 6:3-4 (ESV) - “do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.”

8. Jesus resurrected us to a new life.

9. Our resurrection with Christ unites us with the new, heavenly order.

10. Many fail to understand this, and, as a result they think they need something more than Christ to live the Christian life.

11. He has given us the power to live on a different plane. 
B. Seek.  (vs.1b)

1. “seek the things that are above”

2.  seek - present tense; indicates continuous action; keep on seeking; constant daily seeking; implies effort on the believer’s part; preoccupation with the eternal realities that are ours in Christ.

3. the things that are above - not material; not heavenly stuff; has to do with the spiritual values that characterize Chris; such as tenderness, kindness, meekness, patience, wisdom, forgiveness, strength, purity, and love.

4. To be preoccupied with heaven is to be preoccupied with the one who reigns there and His purposes, plans, provisions, and power.

5. Sam Storms - “The things that are above, those things that are to be the focus of our concentrated pursuit are Christological things.  Apart from him, they lose their luster.  Apart from him, they have no power to please.  Apart from him, heavenly things would be no better than hellish things.”

6. The “things above” have no value or appeal except insofar as they reveal Christ, focus on Christ, and bring us more of Christ.

7. Lightfoot - “Cease to concentrate your energies, your thoughts, on mundane ordinances, and realize your new and heavenly life, of which Christ is the polestar.”

8. Paul is calling us to be heavenly minded.

9. Some would say “He is so heavenly minded, that he is no earthly good.”  But Paul would say, “If you are not heavenly minded, you will be no earthly good.”

10. Our sphere of life is not this earth, but heaven; and the things that should attract us and excite belong to heaven, not to earth.  This does not mean that we should ignore our earthly responsibilities.  Rather it means that our motives and strength come from heaven.

11. Questions:

1. What earthly entanglements exert a downward drag on you?

2. What worldly attractions have become distractions and keep your mind off Christ?

3. What fleshly affections compete with passion for him?

C.   Set.  (vs.2)
1. “set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth”

2. set your mind - present tense; continuous action; think; keep on thinking; have this inner disposition

3. Lightfoot - “You must not only seek heaven, you must also think heaven.”

4. Seeking and thinking should occur together.

5. Paul uses language that requires both the energetic orientation of our will (keep seeking) as well as the singular devotion of our mind (set your mind).

6. The believer’s whole disposition should orient itself toward heaven.

7. Sam Storms - “This is a conscious and volitionally deliberate movement of the soul to fix and ground itself on, indeed to glut itself in, if you will, the beauty of spiritual realities as opposed to the trivial and tawdry things of this world.”

8. things that are above - Christ’s character; Christ’s presence; Christ’s heavenly joys.

9.  things that are on earth - worldly system under the dominion of Satan; those values, goals, and principles that disregard the glory of God; selfish, fleshly principles; material possessions; honors; positions; titles; the Christian is not to see these things as if they are all that matter.

10. Paul is using directional categories to make a distinction between the present age and the age to come.

11. The power and principles of the age to come are to energize us now so that we can influence the earth with the truth and values of heaven.

12. What we set our minds on determines our seeking and thus the direction of our lives.

13. Fixing our minds on things above leaves little time or mental energy for earthly fantasies.

14. How?

1. Prayer

2. Hold loosely to things below

3. Meditate on and Memorize Scripture

4. It is a deliberate act of the will

D.   Source.  (vs.1c)
1. “where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God”

2.  seated - His work is finished; completed.

3. right hand of God - common way among both Jews and Gentiles of being granted the highest honor and favor; description of unrivaled privilege and exaltation.

4. Paul is emphasizing the Supremacy and Lordship of Christ, not his withdrawal from earthly affairs.

5. Christ is the exalted center and supreme sovereign of the eternal and heavenly realm.

6. Because of Christ’s coronation and exaltation to the Father’s right hand, he is the fountain of blessing for His people.

7. John Phillips - “The world in which we live, generally speaking has a poor opinion of God’s people.  In all honesty we often give them cause enough for scorning us.  We forget that we are in Christ and therefore enthroned with Him on high, His own joint-heirs.  All too often, we are so taken up with the problems of life - trying to make a living, trying to bring up children in a godless world, and trying to keep up with endless demands upon us - that we forget the limitless resources that we have in Christ.  As a result, we act like the world, talk like the world, and have the same gods as the world.  The children of Israel were willing to settle for the wilderness when they could have crossed the Jordan and entered into Canaan.  We too fail to appropriate all that we have in Christ and settle for the world and a life of discouragement and defeat.”

II.  We Are Hidden With Christ In The Present.  (vs.3)
A. Separation.  (vs.3a)

1. “For you have died”
2. In this verse, Paul stresses the reason that living with a heavenly perspective is to be the norm for the believer.

3. We have died to the world system through our union with Christ in His death and resurrection.

4. Galatians 6:14 (ESV) - “but far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.”

5. you have died - past tense; indicates that a death took place at salvation.

6. 2 Corinthians 5:17 (ESV) - “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.”

7. Dying with Christ points to the definitive and irreversible split with the old life in which we once lived.

8. We are to be as lifeless and insensible to it as a corpse is to the stimuli of the world in which it once existed.

B. Secrecy.  (vs.3b)
1. “and your life is hidden with Christ in God”

2. Christ gives us His life, but it is concealed.

3. hidden - perfect tense; stresses the ongoing and permanent effects of what God has done for us in and with Christ.

4. O Brien - “your life has been hidden with Christ in God and it remains that way”

5. A.T. Robertson - “So here we are in Christ who is in God, and no burglar, not even Satan himself, can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.”

6. Question:  What does it mean to be hidden?
1. There is safety and security in Christ.  We are eternally secure.  (1 Pet. 1:4; Heb. 7:25; John 10:28)(If you don’t have Christ, your life is very much exposed and vulnerable)

2. We share a common life with the Father and Son. (1 Cor.6:17; 2 Pet. 1:4)

3. The new life is concealed from the world.  (1 Cor. 2:14)

7. hidden - The source of our spiritual life is inexplicable to those who don’t know Jesus; analogous of a flower; the root system is concealed beneath the surface of the earth.  How it derives nutrients from the soil and contributes to the growth of the stem, leaf, and flower is unseen, being something of a mystery.  But the beauty of the Rose is for all to see.  It’s color and fragrance are ever on display for the joy of all people.  So it is with the Christian, whose strength and incentive and inner life are hidden from view, but whose kindness, faith perseverance, and love are a perpetual witness to the glory of God’s grace within.

8. Apart from the Holy Spirit you cannot understand what Christ has done.

III.  We Will Be Revealed With Christ In The Future.  (vs.4)
A. Reminder.  (vs.4a)
1. “When Christ who is your life”

2. “Life is what you are alive to”

3. We are alive in Christ.

4. your life - speaks of the union we have in Christ; our personal identity is so wrapped up in who Christ is and what he has accomplished that it simply makes no sense to speak or conceive of us having a life independent of Christ. 

5. Christ does not merely give us life, He is our life.

6. 2 Corinthians 4:10 (ESV) - “always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies.”

7. Life both physically and spiritually, finds its source in him and is sustained by him.

8. Apart from Christ we have no life.

B. Revelation.  (vs. 4b)
1. “appears, then you also will appear with him in glory”

2. appear - make visible; to manifest; to uncover; to lay bare; reveal

3. The world may not recognize us now, but that will not always be the case.

4. There is coming a day when we will no longer be hidden.

5. Lightfoot - “The veil which now shrouds your higher life from others, and even partly from yourselves, will then be withdrawn.  The world which persecutes, despises, ignores now, will then be blinded with the dazzling glory of the revelation.”

6. Paul is speaking of the Second Coming, when Christ’s divinity and glory shall be made unmistakably plain to all creation, and the redeemed will share in his victory.

7. The fact of Christ’s return is certain, but we don’t know when.

8. Revelation 19:11-16 (ESV) - “Then I saw heaven opened and behold, a white horse!  The one sitting on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war.  His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no one knows but himself.  He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called is The Word Of God.  And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were following him on white horses.  From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron.  he will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty.  On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of Kings and Lord of lords.”

9. with him - to make visible what is invisible

10. We will not only witness Christ’s glory, we will be engulfed in it.

11. When He is revealed in glory, we shall also be revealed in glory.

12. 1 John 3:2 (ESV) - “Beloved we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is.”

13. He came once in grace, He is coming back in glory.

14. He came once to redeem; He is coming back to reign.

15. He came once as a Savior, he is coming back as a sovereign.

Conclusion

Sam Storms - “But in light of what has already happened to us (we died, were buried, and now are raised with Christ) and in light of what will happen to us  (we will share his glory when he is revealed) our lives must be radically different, radically other worldly, radically sin denying and Christ-affirming.”

