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Introduction:

In verses 5-17 of Colossians 3, the apostle Paul taught what it means for “Christ to be our life”.  He emphasized “putting off the old man”, and “putting on the new man”.  All the qualities that we are to “put on” concern the way we relate to other people.  As a result, Paul’s focus has been on relationships within the church.  


By contrast, in verses 18-21 Paul turns his attention to those relationships within the Christian home.  Like the parallel passage in Ephesians 5:22-6:4, two sets of relationships are in view:  husbands and wives, and parents and children. Within these relationships, Paul mentions two basic principles that God has established for the home:  authority and submission.


 The context of this passage begins in verse 17 of chapter 3, where Paul makes it clear that every aspect of our lives is to be regulated by Christ.

Colossians 3:17 (ESV) - “And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.”

H.C.G. Moule - “The Christian home is truly “the masterpiece of the applied gospel”:  the scene of the loveliest manifestations of its spirit, and then also the source, or reservoir, out of which its noblest influence is to flow around.  On the other hand home is the place above all others where it is most easy for us forgetful sinners not to live in the full light and power of the gospel.  It is the place where we most easily go off our guard - where small inconsistencies are most readily allowed to grow into habits; where the member of the circle may only too lightly act as if there were less need there than elsewhere for the fullness of the Spirit, the indwelling of the Lord in the heart, the surrender of the whole life to God.”


The teaching in this passage is for Christians who want to live as Christians within the home and experience all the fullness God intended for them.  Martin Luther referred to this passage as “House Table”, a table of responsibilities and duties for the Christian family.  In this passage Paul provides brief, direct instructions from God on Christian living in the home.

I.  A Word to Wives.  (vs.18)
A.   The Principle of Submission.
1.   Many find Paul’s words about submission to be highly objectionable, and outdated.

2.   It is assumed that submission has built into it the ideas of superiority and inferiority.

3.   Yet in spite of the objections and resistance to Paul’s words, submission remains a biblical and theological command.

4.   Submission is a principle that applies to all Christians:

a.   We relate to God in terms of submission.

(1) Luke 6:46 (ESV) - “Why do you call me Lord, Lord, and not do what I tell you?”

b.   We are to be subject to governing authorities because they derive their authority from God.

(1) Romans 13:1 (ESV) - “Let every person be subject to the governing authorities.  For there is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God.”

c.   The picture of Shepherd and sheep, describing the church.

(1)   Hebrews 13:17 (ESV) - “Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to give account.  Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.”

d.   We are called to submit to one another in the fear of God.

(1) Ephesians 5:21 (ESV) - “submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ.”

5.  The believer’s continual reverence for God is the basis for his submission to others.

6.  Every Spirit-filled Christian is to be a humble, submissive Christian.

7.   This principle of submission is foundational to all the relationships that Paul addresses in this section of scripture.

B.   The Pattern of Submission.
1.   Jesus is the example for our submission.

2.   Luke 2:51 (ESV) - “And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them.  And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart.”

3.   His enemies criticized him because he made himself equal with God.

4.   John 5:18 (ESV) - “This is why the Jews were seeking all the more to kill him, because not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God.”

5.   Jesus was no less divine than his Father was.  All that can be said of the Father’s Godhead can be said in equal measure of the Son’s.

6.   Yet, Jesus was subject to the Father.

7.   John 8:29 (ESV) - “And he who sent me is with me.  He has not left me alone, for I always do the things that are pleasing to him.”

8.   Our pattern for submission is Jesus Himself.

9.   Philippians 2:6-7 (ESV) - “who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.”

C.   The Practice of Submission.

1.   Misconceptions About Submission:

1)   Submission (Webster’s Definition) - noun:  yielding, giving in, subservience, abasement; adjective:  non-resisting, unassertive, docile, timid, passive, subdued; verb:  to surrender, bite the dust, lay down arms, raise the flag, cry or say uncle, resign oneself, throw in the towel, give up the ship, grin and bear it.

2)   1 Peter 3:1-6 (ESV) - “Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey the word, they may be won without a word by the conduct of their wives, when they see your respectful and pure conduct.  Do not let your adorning be external-the braiding of hair and the putting on of gold jewelry or the clothing you wear-but let your adorning be the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in God’s sight is very precious.  For this is how the holy women who hoped in God used to adorn themselves, by submitting to their own husbands, as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him Lord.  And you are her children, if you do good and do not fear anything that is frightening.”

3) Question:  What if you have a husband that you feel is not worth submitting to?
4) Answer:  1 Peter 3:1-2
a.   Submission does not mean agreeing with everything your husband says.
(1)   In the context of 1 Peter 3, the wife is a Christian and the husband is not.  Peter calls her to be submissive while assuming she will not submit to his view of the most important thing in the world - God.  So submission can’t mean submitting to agree with all the husband thinks.

b.   Submission does not mean leaving your brain or your will at the wedding altar.
(1)   It is not the inability or the unwillingness to think for yourself.  She heard the gospel and received Christ.  The husband heard also and did not respond.  She thought for herself and acted, and Peter does not tell her to retreat from that commitment.

c.   Submission does not mean avoiding every effort to change a husband.
(1)   The whole point of this text is to tell a wife how to win her husband.

d.   Submission does not mean putting the will of the husband before the will of Christ.

(1)   The text clearly teaches that the wife is a follower of Jesus before and above being a follower of her husband.

e.   Submission does not mean that a wife gets her personal, spiritual strength primarily through her husband.
(1)   A good husband should indeed strengthen and build up and sustain his wife.  He should be a source of strength.  But what this text shows is that when a husband’s spiritual leadership is lacking, a Christian wife is not without strength.  Submission does not mean she is dependent on him to supply her strength of faith and virtue and character.

f.   Submission does not mean that a wife is to act out of fear.
(1)   Submission is free, not coerced.

b.   Submission does not imply inferiority.

(2)   Galatians 3:28 (ESV) - “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”

(3)   Within the Trinity there is an equality of persons, but there is also a functional order to execute the redemptive program of God.

(4)   In like manner, the husband and wife are personal equals, but there is subordination for functional purposes.

g.   Submission is not absolute.  

(1)   Obedience in this passage is reserved for children and servants.  There may be times when a wife must refuse to submit to her husband’s desires if they violate God’s Word.  No husband has the right to insist that his wife do something that God forbids.

h.   Submission does not imply personal inferiority or dictatorial rule.
(1)   The husband’s authority is not to be exercised in an authoritative, overbearing manner.
(2)   1 Corinthians 11:3 (ESV) - “But I want you to understand that the head of every man is Christ, the head of a wife is her husband, and the head of Christ is God.”

i.   Submission does not mean the wife must suppress her creative energy or adopt a passive approach to life.

j.   Submission does not entail silence.  

(1) The wife’s feelings and ideas matter.  Which means she can disagree with her husband’s conclusions and behavior.

k.   Submission does not mean that everything a wife does must be directly dependent upon or connected to her husband.  

(1) Submission does not mean that the wife can never do anything for her own benefit or for the benefit of others or that she should never become involved in activities outside the home.  It simply means that nothing she does should bring harm to her husband or undermine her primary responsibility to her family.

2.   Meaning Of Submission:

a.   Submission is the disposition to honor and affirm a husband’s authority and an inclination to embrace his leadership.  (When that leadership is lacking, it forces the wife to assume a responsibility God never intended her to carry.  She flourishes most when his initiative awakens in her a spontaneous and joyful response to his leadership.)

b.   Submission is fundamentally an attitude and act of obedience to the Lord Jesus Christ.

c.   Submission is a commitment to support one’s husband in such a way that he may reach his full potential as a man of God.  (By providing affirmation and encouragement; being dependable and trustworthy; being loyal to him in the children; and showing confidence in his decisions.)

d.   Submission is a disposition and an inclination to follow a husband’s lead. There will be times in a Christian marriage when the most submissive wife, with good reason, will hesitate at a husband’s decision.  (It may look unwise to her.)

D.   The Picture of Submission.
1.   “Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord” 

2.  Paul expanded this command when He wrote to the Ephesians.

3.   Ephesians 5:22 - 24 (ESV) -”Wives submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord.  For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior.  Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands.”

4.   Submission (John Piper) - “the divine calling of a wife to honor and affirm her husband’s leadership and help carry it through according to her gifts.”

5.   Submission (Mary Farrar) - “Giving the best of myself to enable my husband to become the godly leader God has called him to be.”

6.   Mary Farrar - “This is the kind of submission a woman can embrace eagerly.  It dispenses with the doormat, passive, command-obey model that so many women have embraced to the detriment of their marriages.  True biblical submission is freeing, but it is also demanding, challenging, and surprising.  It forces us to grow up along with our husbands.”

7.   Submit - the present tense stresses constant, daily submission; it is primarily a military term meaning to rank oneself under someone else.  This heart attitude is lived out by subjection and obedience, by leaving things to the judgment of another person and yielding or deferring to the opinion or authority of someone else.

8.   Submission is intended to help believers carry out the divine purpose for the family.

9.   Your - this submission is exclusive; wives are not to submit to some detached, impersonal authority.  Rather, they submit to the man with whom they have an intimate, personal, vital, relationship.

10.   The text does not say that they are to submit to men in general, but to their husbands.

11.   Wives are to submit to their husbands, to place themselves under his authority.

12.   This is to be a voluntary submission.  There is to be no coercion.

13.   Phillip Arthur - “For the married Christian lady, submission to the Lord requires no less than submission to her husband.  This does, however, invite some reflection.  Do most men realize just how much they ask of a woman when they propose marriage?  It is no small matter to request that a spirited and capable person give up her independence, as one who is answerable directly to God, and submit herself to the headship of another.  A lot of men give much thought to the qualities of the ideal woman, someone who will meet all their needs and satisfy all their requirements.  But how many men reflect on their own qualities, asking whether they are the kind of man that a good woman would willingly and gladly submit to?”

14.   as is fitting in the Lord - to be befitting; suggests “arriving at”, or “reaching a goal”; the Greek form in this phrase expresses an obligation, a necessary duty; it came to denote doing one’s duty; in this case , doing one’s duty as a wife toward her husband.

15.   Submission is part of the believing woman’s duty to Christ; it is an expression of her submission to Christ.  (as to the LORD)

16.   Two Types Of Women (Mary Farrar):
(1)   Volcano:
a. Expressive.

b. Explosive.

c. Experiences anger in conflict.

d. Obvious where she stands.

e. Unafraid of conflict, faces it head on.

f. Communicates freely, but also nags.

g. Tends to react first, think later.

h. Tends to want to take over.

(2)   Underground Cave:
a. Less expressive.

b. Hides; uses silence as a weapon.

c. Experiences fear in conflict.

d. Not obvious where she stands.

e. Avoids conflict; wants peace.

f. Has difficulty freely saying what she feels.

g. Tends to become paralyzed and hold hurts inside.

h. Tends to want to please; easily manipulated.

17.   Mary Farrar (The Volcano) - “The volcano needs to learn to cool down rather than explode, to be quiet and think carefully before blurting out her strong feelings and emotions.  She needs to learn when communication has ceased and nagging has begun.  A volcano needs to be willing to enter into conflict by listening first, thinking next, and speaking last.  She needs to admit her own faults during the conflict.”

18.   Mary Farrar (The Volcano) - “A volcano also needs to learn how to stand back and trust God.  A volcano doesn’t tend to pray a lot.  She needs to force herself to wait prayerfully for God to work, before she jumps in.  Amazing things will happen once she learns this.  In short, a volcano needs to gain confidence in God’s ability to lead through her husband, even though he blows it.  In a word, a volcano needs to relax.”

19.   Mary Farrar (The Underground Cave) - “She has to be willing to speak out rather than to run.  To express her thoughts and feelings.  To risk rejection and conflict.  She can’t hide behind silence; she has to gain the courage to say what is on her heart, what hurts her, what grieves her.  She needs to be willing to express her needs and the needs of her children.  How can her husband grow in his leadership if he doesn’t know her needs and feelings?  She needs to believe in her value to her husband.  She needs to be convinced that her husband needs her perspective.  She must be willing to forego momentary peace for the long-term sake of communication and growth.  She has to stand her ground, draw the line of respect, and never-never-allow abuse.”

20.   Mary Farrar (The Underground Cave) - “In the end, she too must learn to trust God.  She has to give her heart first and foremost to the Lord and draw her self-respect and value from Him.  And in a very real sense, she must be strong in the Lord, trusting Him in those hard moments of conflict and vulnerability.  In a word, an underground cave needs to risk.”

21.   Three Fundamental Elements Of Biblical Submission:

a. Looking - to her husband for leadership.

b. Loving - her husband by giving him the best of herself so that he may become the man God has called him to be.

c. Leaning - on God when all is said and done.

22. Warren Wiersbe - “The fact that the woman is to submit to her husband does not suggest that the man is better than the woman.  It only means that the man has the responsibility of headship and leadership in the home.”

23. Warren Wiersbe - “True spiritual submission is the secret of growth and fulfillment.  When a Christian woman is submitted to the Lord and to her own husband, she experiences a release and fulfillment that she can have in no other way.  This mutual love and submission creates an atmosphere of growth in the home that enables both the husband and the wife to become all that God wants them to be.”

24.   Mary Farrar - “Women, the whole counsel of God was intended for us, too.  And we cannot ignore it or throw it aside on the altar of passive, unbiblical submission.  Using the weapon of submission requires great wisdom, great boldness, and great humility.  But when it is used right, by God’s grace, it can make the difference in whether a man reaches his full potential as the leader in his home.”

25.   Principles To Remember:
(1)   Dedicate your heart to honoring your husband.

(2)   Remember to respect him, submission flows from the heart attitude of respect.

(3)   Respond to your husband’s words and actions positively.

(4)   Ask of each word, act, and attitude, “Am I bending or bucking?”

(5)   Realize you cannot submit to your husband without first submitting to the Lord.

26.   John Piper - “Marriage is not mainly about staying in love.  It’s about covenant -keeping.  And the main reason it is about covenant-keeping is that God designed the relationship between a husband and his wife to represent the relationship between Christ and the church.  This is the deepest meaning of marriage.  And that is why ultimately the roles of headship and submission are so important.  If our marriages are going to tell the truth about Christ and his church, we cannot be indifferent to the meaning of headship and submission.  And let it not go unsaid that God’s purpose for the church - and for the Christian wife who represents it - is her everlasting, holy joy.  Christ died for her to bring that about.”
II. A Word to Husbands.  (vs.19) 

A. Purposeful Position.
27.   The domestic rules given here by Paul, are vastly different from how William Barclay describes them under Jewish and Greek law.
28.   Williams Barclay - “Under Jewish law a woman was a thing; she was the possession of her husband, just as much as his house or his flocks or his material goods were.  She had no legal right whatever.  For instance, under Jewish law, a husband could divorce his wife for any cause, while a wife had no rights whatever in the initiation of divorce.  In Greek society a respectable woman lived a life of entire seclusion.  She never appeared on the streets alone, not even to go marketing.  She lived in the women’s apartments and did not join her menfolk even for meals.  From her there was demanded a complete servitude and chastity; but her husband could go out as much as he chose, and could enter into as many relationships outside of marriage as he liked and incur no stigma.  Both under Jewish and under Greek law and custom, all the privileges belonged to the husband, and all the duties to the wife.”

29.   Paul addresses both wives and husbands equally in this passage, and both husband and wife are given roles and responsibilities by God.

30.   The wife is to submit to and respect her husband.  While the husband is to lead and love his wife.

31.    Biblical Principles For Leading Your Wife (Wilkerson):

1.   The head of the wife is the husband because of God’s decision.
a.   Ephesians 5:23-24

b.   Roles can be defined by our culture.

c.   Roles can be defined by other Christians.

d.   Roles can be defined by our capabilities.

e.   Roles should be defined by God’s commandments.

f.   Ray C. Ortlund - “As the head the husband bears the primary responsibility to lead their partnership in a God-glorifying direction.  Under God a wife may not compete for that primary responsibility.  It is her husbands just because he is the husband, by the wise decree of God.”

2.   The husband is to be the active leader who lovingly rules and provides.
a.   rule - to stand before and care for the family (1 Tim. 3:2; 4-5)

b.   provide - to plan before; to meet the family’s needs (1 Tim. 5:8)

c.   To “rule” your household means to take care of any need experienced by your wife or children.

3.   The husband leads not by “lording it over” or “exercising authority” over his wife, “but with understanding” and by “giving honor”.
a.   Lording it over abuses personal power (Mark 10:42).

b.   Exercising authority abuses personal position (Mark 10:42).

c.   With understanding means to have intimate perception (1 Peter 3:7).

d.   Giving honor means to value her through “portions of preciousness” (1 Peter 3:7).

4.   The husband submits to God’s primary call to be his wife’s head and devotes himself to her above children, friends, recreation, ministry or work.  (Ephesians 5:25-29).
5.   The husband is the spiritual leader who nurtures his wife to become blameless, holy, and glorious.  (Ephesians 5:25-27).

a.   Blameless means without fault in character and conduct.

b.   Holy means separated from sin and character to God.

c.   Glorious means held in high honor and radiantly gorgeous.

32.   Now that we understand what it means to lead our wives, we can turn our attention to the second responsibility of husbands toward their wives, and the emphasis of this passage, love.

B.   Positive Priority.

1.   “Husbands, love your wives”

2.   Nothing is said about a husband’s leadership, just his love.

3.   John MacArthur - “God designed a wife’s submission operate within a context of love.  In that way she is protected because a man who truly loves his wife would never force her to submit to something humiliating, degrading, or that violates her conscience.”

4.   It is unthinkable for a man to demand submission from his wife when he is not radically loving her.

5.   Husbands are commanded to love their wives.

6.  Biblical Principles For Loving Your Wife (Wilkerson):

1.   I am to love my wife because God commands me to.

a.   Colossians 3:19a (ESV) - “Husbands, love your wives”
b.   Love - present tense - indicates continuous action; I am to love my wife continually.

c.   Love -    active voice - I am to love my wife actively.

d.   Love - imperative mood - I am to love my wife by choice; it is a willing love; a covenant kind of love.

e.   I am to love my wife at all times and in all situations.

f.   “Love is the one business in which it pays to be absolutely lavish; give it away.”

g.   “Throw it away; splash it over; empty your pockets; shake the basket, and tomorrow you will have more than ever.”

h.   J. Grant Howard Jr. - “We have a picture of the perfect partner, but we marry an imperfect person.  Then we have two options.  Tear up the picture and accept the person or tear up the person and accept the picture.”

2.   I am to love my wife as Christ loved the church.
a.   Ephesians 5:25 - (ESV) - “Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.”

b.   I am to love sacrificially.

c.   This calls for a daily dying.

d.   Christ loved His church enough to make the ultimate sacrifice.

e.   Question:  Why did Christ give himself up for the church?  So that he could sanctify her. 

f.   I am to love my wife with a sanctifying love, with a love that forgives, and purifies. 

g.   Practically it means that I pray for her.

h.   Kent Hughes - “We must pray for our spouses in intimate detail, not just with blanket beatitude.  We must praise God for her strengths and lay her needs before him.  She needs detailed prayer for what she faces each day, for how she relates with the children, for her interaction with the neighbors, for her many duties, for her insecurities, for her challenges.”

3.   I am to love my wife purposefully.
a.   Ephesians 5:28-29 (ESV) - “In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies.  He who loves his wife loves himself.  For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church,”

b.   I am to nourish and cherish my wife.

c.   Nourish - to provide what is necessary for growth.

d.   Cherish - to treasure and treat with tenderness.

e.   I am to make her feel valuable and wanted.

f.   Practically it means I must do all I can to understand her world.

g.   Practically that means spending time with her.

h.   Practically it means listening to her.

i.   Howard Hendricks - “Marriage is sometimes the dialogue of the deaf.”

j.   Practically it means unceasing care and loving service for my wife’s entire being.

k.   Illustration:  How can I serve and surprise her this week?

4.   I am to love my wife fervently.
a.   Never allow your love to grow cold.

b.   Proverbs 5:18 (ESV) - “Let your fountain be blessed, and rejoice in the wife of your youth,”

c.   Agape love includes both our actions and our emotions.

d.   Agape love chooses to care deeply and lavish affection.

e.   Agape love never fails and guards against unforgiveness and apathy.
7.   Matthew Henry - “Eve was not made out of Adam’s head to rule over him, nor out of his feet to be trampled upon by him, but out of his side to be equal with him, under his arm to be protected and near his heart to be loved.”

C.   Potential Pitfall.

6.   “and do not be harsh with them”

7.   Harshness is the opposite of love.

8.    Harsh - could be translated stop being bitter; or do not have the habit of being bitter.

9.   Bitterness - strong emotion that results in coldness, and rudeness.  It is sharp, resentful, cutting, and harsh.

10.   John MacArthur - “Paul tells husbands not to call their wives “honey”, and then act like vinegar.  They must not display harshness of temper or resentment toward their wives.  They are not to irritate or exasperate them, but rather to provide loving leadership in the home.”

11.   There is no place for bitterness in the way a Christian husband treats his wife, as though she has become a disappointment to him.

12.   Principles Of Love Without Bitterness:

a.   Never an unkind tone of voice, but always tender.

b.   Never a harsh or demeaning manner, but always gentle.

c.   Never tearing down, but always building up.

d.   Never controlling, but always empowering.

8.   John MacArthur - “The love that existed from the start of the marriage is to continue throughout the marriage; it must not give way to bitterness.  The willing, covenant love in view here is the activity of self-sacrifice.  It is a deep affection that views the wife as a sister in the Lord and the object of a promise to be kept.
9.   1 Peter 3:7 (ESV) - “Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor to the woman as the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered.”

10.   John Stott - “Christ loved the church and gave himself for her, in order to cleanse her, sanctify her, and ultimately present her to himself in full splendor and without any defect.  In other words, his love and self-sacrifice were not an idle display, but purposive.  And his purpose was not to impose an alien identity upon the church, but to free her from the spots and wrinkles which mar her beauty and to display her in her true glory.  The Christian husband is to have a similar concern.  His headship will never be used to suppress his wife.  He longs to see her liberated from everything which spoils her true feminine identity and growing towards that glory, that perfection of fulfilled personhood which will be the final destiny of all those whom Christ redeems.  To this end Christ gave himself.  To this end too the husband gives himself in love.”

11.   Practical Points For Loving Your Wife:

a.   Stop whatever you do that disappoints, frustrates, or angers your wife.

b.   Repeat the “first works” of your early courtship (Rev.  2:4-5).

c.   Demonstrate your love so your wife actually feels loved.

d.   Receive God’s love today by repenting of your sins and receiving Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior.

III.  A Word to Children.  (vs.20)

A.   The Mandate.
1.   “children obey your parents”  

2.   As we observed with wives, this teaching beautifully elevated the position of children in the culture of that day.

3.  Under a section of Roman law entitled Patria Potestes, “The Power of the Father”, the father could do anything he wanted with his children.  He could sell them, turn them into slaves, and even take their lives.  But here, as with husbands and wives, both children and parents were presented as under God.

4.   children - does not refer to a specific age group, such as very small children, but to all who are still living under the parental roof and who are therefore under their parents authority.

5.   Obey - consists of two words “listen” and “under”; “listen under your parents” or “really listen to your parents and do it”; present tense imperative; demands a continuous obedience.

6.   Virtually every culture and every society recognizes and is indeed built on the premise that children are to put themselves under the words and authority of their parents.

7.   2 Timothy 3:1-5 (ESV) - “But understand this that in the last days there will come times of difficulty.  For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self control, brutal, not loving good, treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power.  Avoid such people.”

8.   The breakdown of authority in our society is the result of the breakdown of authority in our homes.

9.   Rebellion at home, if unchecked, grows up into brawling defiance of all authority.

10.   On the other hand, a person who grows up with a sense of respect for and obedience to his parents will have the foundation for respecting the authority of other leaders and the rights of other people in general.

11.    Obedience - “Doing what I am told to do when I am told to do it, with a right heart attitude.”

12.   Implicit in this command is not just hearing and doing it, but doing it with a right heart attitude.

13.   It is possible to obey with a disobedient heart.  The actions are outwardly correct, but the heart is wrong.  Inwardly, the child is just waiting for an opportunity to rebel and revolt.

14.   Ray Stedman - “All through the Word of God you find exhortations to parents to teach their children to be obedient and exhortations for children to be responsive to that teaching and to obey their parents.  A child must learn the most important lesson of all:  to be an obedient, respectful child.  This is much more important than simply accomplishing the immediate wish of the parent, whatever that may be.  Developing the character trait of obedience is the real issue.”  
15.   A child who obeys is one who puts himself under the authority of his parents, listens to the parental directives, and does as he is told, without complaint and rebellion.  

B.    The Measure.

1.   “in everything”

2.   Ephesians 6:1 (ESV) - “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.”

3.   In the Lord - this is the key to the mandate; just as wives are to submit to husbands as unto the Lord, and just as husbands are to love their wives after the example of the Lord, so it is with children:  they are to obey their parents in the Lord.

4.   That means that children are not to obey their parents in absolutely everything without exception, but in everything which is compatible with their primary loyalty, namely to their Lord Jesus Christ.

5.   Since the parents brought the child into the world, and since they have more knowledge and wisdom than the child, it is right that the child obey his parents.

6.   Charles Swindoll - “Kids, God has placed your parents in authority over you because you need the wisdom, guidance and protection they can provide.  Your home is a school for life, with your parents ideally teaching and equipping you to live out Christ’s gospel and walk in love and righteousness.”

7.   Charles Swindoll - “Parents, this command does not give you divine permission to rule over your children as lords and ladies over their subjects.  Only one Lord exists, and He wants nurturing parents to have this attitude:  God gave us this child, and we show our submission to our Lord by loving and understanding and nurturing His precious gift to us.”

C.   The Motive.

1.   “for this pleases the Lord”

2.   Pleases - almost always describes the relationship to the Lord; it conveys the thought of “well pleasing”.

3.   In the Lord - “since you are in the Lord”; it is a call to remember your relationship to Christ and the responsibilities that flow from that.  

4.  Thus the children have a responsibility in the Christian family order. To be pleasing to the Lord as a Christians, they should obey their parents.

5.   Practical Points For Children:

(1)   Recognize that to fully fulfill this biblical command you need to repent and receive Christ.

(2)   Recognize that your parents are a gift to you from God.

(3)   Recognize your need to listen to your parents.

(4)   Recognize your need to line up under their leadership and authority.

(5)   Recognize when you obey, you are pleasing the Lord.

IV.  A Word to Parents.  (vs.21)

A. Do Not Provoke.
1. “Fathers, do not provoke your children”

2. Fathers - usually referred to male parents, but can be used of parents in general; could be translated “parents” as it is in Hebrews 11:23.

3. However, Paul is reinforcing the principles of headship and authority in the home.  The man is the leader of the home, and this includes both wife and children.  

4. While mothers play a major role in the family, God still places upon Fathers the primary responsibility for the children in the home.

5. provoke - to rouse to anger; to fight; it can be rendered to excite, or irritate; “stop nagging your kids”; it is an anger that results in rebellion; suggests a repeated, ongoing pattern of treatment that gradually builds up deep seated anger and resentment that boils over in outward hostility.

6. The specific sense of the Greek word is to irritate one’s children either by nagging or deriding them - putting them down.

7. Paul is warning parents, and particularly fathers, to avoid the kind of actions that, over time, tend to produce an overwhelmingly exasperated, frustrated, sullen, rebellious nature in a child.

8. Robert Gromacki - “Such provocation makes unreasonable demands on the child, humiliates him, and manifests no loving understanding of his unique personality.  It is marked by constant nagging.”

B. Do Not Discourage.
1. “lest they become discouraged”

2. Discouraged - to be disheartened; or to have their spirit broken; it has the sense of being listless, moody, sullen, discouraged, or despairing.

3. A parent’s provocation can quench any vital emotional expression within a child.  Emotions must not be eliminated; rather, they must be guided and sanctified.

4. A discouraged child has no spirit, no desire to become what God wants them to be.

5. Ways Parents Can Cause Their Children To Lose Heart:
(1)   Irritability and grouchiness.  We must be patient.

(2)  Overprotection.  Overprotective parents never allow their children any liberty.  They have strict rules about everything.  No matter what their children do, overprotective parents do not trust them.  That can lead to rebellion.  While strict, we must not be over strict.  We must always look for ways to say yes and no.

(3)   Lack of Standards.  This is the flip side of overprotection.  When parents fail to discipline or discipline inconsistently, children are left on their own.  They cannot handle that kind of freedom and begin to feel insecure and unloved.

(4)  Showing favoritism.  By comparing a child unfavorably to siblings or classmates.

(5)   Depreciating their worth.  Many children have been convinced that what they do and feel is not important.  Other’s depreciate their child’s worth by not listening to them.

(6)   Setting Unrealistic Goals.  Parents can do that by never rewarding them, or never letting them feel they have succeeded, or by expecting more from their child than what they can meet.

(7)   Failing to Show Affection.  Parents need to communicate love to their children both verbally and physically.

(8)   By Not Providing For Their Needs.    By providing the necessities for their children, parents show their respect and concern for their children.

(9)   Constant Criticism.    Parents should seek to create in the home a positive, constructive environment.

(10)   Failure to spend time with them.  Parents need to be involved in their children’s lives.  They need to spend time with them.  Rules without relationship equals rebellion.
(11)   Excessive Discipline.  This is the parent who abuses his children, either verbally, emotionally, or physically.  They provide discipline that doesn’t match the degree of offense.

(12)   Cruel remarks that scratch and bruise a child’s self-image.
6. Warren Wiersbe - “If a home is truly Christian, it is a place of encouragement.  In such a home, the child finds refuge from battles, and yet strength to fight the battles and carry the burdens of growing maturity.  He finds a loving heart, a watching eye, a listening ear, and a helping hand.  He does not want any other place - home meets his needs.  In this kind of home, it is natural for the child to trust Christ and want to live for Him.”

7. “Children Learn What They Live” by Dorothy Law Nolte:

If a child lives with criticism, he learns to condemn.

If a child lives with hostility, he learns to fight.

If a child lives with ridicule, he learns to be shy.

If a child lives with shame, he learns to feel guilty.

If a child lives with tolerance, he learns to be patient.

If a child lives with encouragement, he learns confidence.

If a child lives with praise, he learns to appreciate.

If a child lives with fairness, he learns justice.

If a child lives with security, he learns to have faith.

If a child lives with approval, he learns to like himself.

If a child lives with acceptance and friendship, he learns to find love in the world.

Practical Points for Parents:

(1) Recognize your need to repent and receive Christ, to fully be able to fulfill this command.

(2) Recognize that your children are a gift from God to you.

(3) Recognize your need to nourish, instruct, discipline, and pray for your children.

(4) Recognize you are representing God to your children.

(5) Recognize you are preparing your children as arrows that will one day be released into the world for the glory of God.

Conclusion

H.C.G. Moule - “We live in a period when home is assailed from many sides.  The popular novel too often holds up its sanctities to coarse unhallowed criticism.  The rush of the age does what it can to undermine and invade its borders, and mingle it with the crowd.  We sometimes talk as if “the charm supreme of home’s unbroken ring” were a curiosity of the past, to be analyzed and admired as a relic, as an old picture, but out of date as a living thing.  It is not so.  In uncounted instances, in quiet village, in clamorous city, the Christian home survives an immortal phenomenon.  Numberless parents exercise at this moment all the authority of wise love over responsive and devoted sons and daughters, themselves setting in their home the fair example of an unvarying, tender, watchful fidelity of affection.  In households far and wide the master, the mistress, and their domestic helpers, hold each other in attachment and honor, and realize a true identity of interests.  But then, these homes resemble those of the first century, and the second, in the fact that Jesus Christ is recognized as their true Center - present and in power alike in parlor and kitchen; “unseen Listener to every conversation”; Master of each heart, and so of all the company - causing each to forget rights and remember duties, to live for others first.


Happy those who are permitted to form part of such a home and, by the grace of God, to contribute to its being what it is.  To them it is given not only to taste some of the purest happiness on “this side the sky” but to form a reservoir of it for the lives of others all around.  For such a home cannot by any possibility help diffusing blessings, temporal and eternal, far beyond itself.  It is a deposit of the very salt of the earth.


But let none of us wait till in our case every one else in the circle is contributing to this result.  Today, just where you are, Christian at home, make sure you are doing your part fully and willingly; the less apparent cooperation there is around you, the more need for the gracious power to go out from you.  And it will go out from you, husband, wife, child, servant, mistress, master, if Christ is in you, the hope of glory; if Christ is your life; if you, having died with your atoning Lord, have your life now hidden, with your glorified Lord, in God.”
